Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in a virtual meeting room via GoTo Meetings on Tuesday 23rd February at 19:00

Present: Mary Bradley (in the Chair), Bill Smith, Joanne Sewell, Adrian Davis-Johnston, Paddy Gorrill, Sue Hannah, Steve Hannah, Claire Winter,
Attendance: Becx Carter (Clerk), A/BC Cllr J Farebrother  A/BC N Cockburn
Apologies: C/CC Cllr J Lister
With 7 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
26/21 Apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted and received from the above-mentioned persons. 
27/21 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
28/21 Minutes of the meetings held on the and the 12th January 2021 & 19th January 2021
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 12th January 2021 & 19th January 2021 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair, Cllr Mary Bradley 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
29/21 Chairman’s Announcements
Ponderosa Licencing Application-Cllr M Bradley confirmed that a meeting is scheduled between herself, the Clerk & A/BC Cllr N Cockburn to discuss how to proceed with the appeal. The initial directions hearing is scheduled for the 5th March 2021. 

Confirmation has been received from the court that the Clerk can nominate the Chair (and only the Chair) of the Parish Council to attend the court in her stead. 

Resolved by all present that Cllr M Bradley as the chair of the Parish Council attend the directions hearing on the 5th March 2021. 

Cllr Steve Hannah noted that during the footpath meeting this afternoon (regarding Pennybridge) the CCC officer present was surprised that a licence could be granted relying on access along a public right of way (bridleway) on the grounds of safety. 

Leak on Derwent Park- A/BC Cllr Cockburn has raised this with the relevant officers and the matter is now being investigated. 

Footpaths/Stiles-There is a growing list of public realm street furniture (stiles/gates etc) that has been reported as damaged, and it might be worth having a review of the PROW in the spring. 

Derwent Forest Community Working/Consultation Group Terms of Reference-These have been circulated and Cllr M Bradley has provided some comments on these as they appeared unclear in places in particular regarding the role and function of the group.

New Nuclear Waste Repository Working Group- Cllr M Bradley attended the first meeting of this as a CALC representative. The group is in its infancy but Cllr M Bradley is working to clarify the roles on this group.

Village Hall- There has been a new committee formed to manage the Village Hall following a special meeting at which the old committee stood down. There may be some more formal links with the Parish Council.

Action: Cllr M Bradley to continue researching this matter and feed back at a future meeting. 

Street naming/numbering- It was noted that some residents on the area between Millenium Gardens & the Village Hall have expressed an interest in house numbering being considered to make it easier for delivery drivers to find properties. 
30/21 Public Participation 
Nook Estate- Permission requested for developer to use land for building rubble. Allerdale Borough Council have contacted Broughton Parish Council to ask for an opinion on a developer using an area of land at The Nook for storing of building rubble prior to collection by wagon and trailer. The developer is seeking a license from Allerdale Borough Council for a week for these works. The Open Space Officer at Allerdale Borough Council has no issues with this.

The Clerk confirmed she had already noted to ABC that concerns had been raised about the unofficial use of this area of land over the past few weeks with both ABC and CCC.

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council object to this request for a licence on the grounds that the area of land has already been informally used by the developers without consent include the parking spaces that belong to the Nook homes, the area of land that they had used has been left in poor condition. Further the unlicenced use of this area has caused local disruption and ill-feeling. Additionally, councillors noted that there is development activity occurring that is outside of planning approval. Finally the bridleway has been used without licence or consent resulting in damage to the bridleway and obstruction to this well used bridleway. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments to ABC and forward on the emails raising the concerns to the relevant officer. 
31/21 Applications for co-option
No applications for co-option have been received. 

Action: Clerk to send poster detailing co-option information to Cllr A Davis-Johnston for inclusion on Great & Little Broughton Crack. 
32/21 Reports from visiting councillors & police (if present)
Allerdale Borough Council
A/BC Janet Farebrother- Formal consultation has now opened regarding Unitary Authority proposals for Cumbria. Further the Cumbria County Council elections that should have been held in May 2020 have been postponed until May 2021. The bi-elections for local authorities will proceed as normal. 

The Clerk confirmed that she has circulated the information on this consultation to all councillors. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this consultation for the March 2021 Broughton PC meeting. 

A/BC Janet Farebrother- The climate change have been meeting regularly and have produced a plan which is awaiting approval by the ABC board, once this is approved more information will be distributed to Parish Councils. 

A/BC Cllr N Cockburn- Also sits on the climate change group, and has raised the issue of Derwent Forest and its impact on the climate change agenda.  It was also noted that the ABC Bio-diversity officer was unaware of the Derwent Forest development. 

A/BC Cllr N Cockburn- 75 The Nook- The potential unauthorised development of the porch which encroaches on the bridleway has been reported and is being investigated. Additionally the car parking area was supposed to be cleared, if this has not occurred this matter should be raised again.

Councillors present noted that the road is not just dirty, it is damaged.

Action: All Cllrs to report these matters formally to ABC for evidence in any planning compliance matters. 

Soddy Gap Lodge- The drainage details condition hasn’t been discharged by the ABC planning authorities, the drainage from Soddy Gap Lodge is discharging into a culvert and causing flooding of one house. 

A/BC Cllr N Cockburn noted that there is 21 days to call in an application once the request to discharge the condition has been received by ABC. If this request is made by the Parish Council A/BC Cllr N Cockburn would call it in.

Action: Cllr A Davis-Johnston to send details through to A/BC Cllr N Cockburn.  
33/21 Clerks Report
The Clerks Report had been circulated to all prior to the meeting this was noted as received. 
1. Pennybridge Footpath Diversion Consultation
Cllr B Smith & Cllr Steve Hannah updated those present on the site meeting that had taken place relating this consultation on the 23rd February 2021. Along with the Parish Councillors the meeting was attended by Sandra Smith and a colleague from Cumbria County Council and one of the residents of the properties at Pennybridge. 

Cllr Steve Hannah provided a map at the meeting showing the original right of way of the road to the old packhorse bridge. CCC have agreed to investigate the route of this road as this might show a usage history which pre-dates the footway of the 1950’s. The footpath is a continuation of the road to the non existent bridge though it doesn’t not line up with the old bridge. 

The applicants have requested to divert the footpath on to the route it is currently following (with the Covid 19 diversion in place). Further the applicants have Environment Agency consent to undertaken the required work within 8m of riverbank. A compromise was discussed with the applicants about how to modify the proposed diversion to make it safer and more accessible and retain this as a permissive footpath and extension it to join the parish village green. The existing public right of way to remain in front of the properties. This would protect the right of way in the event of serious erosion along the river bank and by making permissive footpath more accessible to encourage walkers to use it. 

The existing footpath has five sets of gates. The last two gates are required to secure stock and CCC have offered two new gates at a discount rate if the applicants were interested. The current right of way is obstructed by growth which the CCC officer confirmed was their responsibility (however there is no resource available for works at this current time). 

Action: Clerk to draft a letter to the two owners of the properties at PennyBridge to thank them for considering the permissive path and the required improvements and maintaining the existing Public Right of Way in case it was ever to be required again in the future.  Letter to be signed off by Cllrs Steve Hannah & Cllr B Smith before it is issued. 
34/21 Play-area
1. Park Fencing
The Clerk confirmed that she had passed all information to Cllr Sue Hannah to look for possible funding sources. Cllr Sue Hannah is continuing to look at other options for the funding of these works. 

Action: Cllr Sue Hannah to continue work on obtaining funding for these works. 
1. Playarea Surfacing
The Clerk confirmed she was in the process of trying to obtain quotes for the replacement surface, but this was taking longer than expected due to COVID 19 lockdown etc. 

Action: Clerk to provide quotation for the surface replacement to the March 2021 meeting
35/21 Allotments
1. Authorisation of budget for Clearance of Plot 32 Nook & other site Clearance activities. 
Cllr M Bradley confirmed that she has met a number of people at the sites to discuss quotes for the clearance of the 3 plots identified. One person has been unable to quote and the quote from Lawsons is outstanding.
 
Resolved by all present that Cllr M Bradley continue to try and obtain quotes.  
1. Rats
The individual who had undertook Rat clearance (with an air rifle) on the allotment plots in 2019 has been in contact to ask if he can continue the clearance in 2021 as the Covid restrictions ease.  The allotment holders the individual has spoken to are happy for him continue.

Resolved by all present that consent be given to the individual to continue with the air rifle rat clearance on the same safety and risk assessment guidance as the last time.

Action: Clerk to communicate this decision to the individual.
Action; Cllr M Bradley to put notices up regarding this to notify tenants of this fact. 
36/21 Parish Maintenance & Highways
i. Drainage Winder Lonning 
Correspondence has been received from a local resident asking for the Parish Council to consider installing drainage on Winder Lonning. This starts from the end of The Green and goes past the Quaker cemetery and on to the mobile phone mast where it drops down to Dovenby Craggs road. Much of this Lonning is now a quagmire and the resident in question is asking the Parish Council to consider installing drainage to make this footway more passable.  The resident who has made the enquiry has undertaken some research and confirmed that CCC would not be willing to fund these works but that the Parish Council could legally install drainage if they wanted to.

Resolved by all present that whilst the Parish Council accept that the area is wet but there are concerns about the practicalities of installing this drainage, the consents and drainage and discharge licences that would be required, further there would ongoing maintenance required to ensure the drainage wasn’t damaged by the agricultural traffic that crosses it.

Action: Clerk to convey this decision to the parish councillor.
ii. Bus Shelter
It was noted that this work has now been completed and the bus shelter has been removed and the land levelled.

Resolved by all present that Cllr Sue Hannah be approved to spend up to £50 on wildflower seed etc to scatter on the newly levelled grass.
Parish Seats
It was noted that there are number of seats in the Parish that are memorial benches/or important to individuals, and it might be that an ‘adopt a seat’ project within the Parish might work with some specified criteria and it might develop public pride in the benches.

Resolved by all present that Cllr M Bradley work with Cllr A Davis Johnston to advert this on Great & Little Broughton Crack to see if there is any interest in this idea. 

Action: Cllr M Bradley & Cllr A Davis Johnston to take this forward. 
Action: Clerk to send information to Cllr Bradley that has been provided by Cllr Steve Hannah on the appropriate materials to be used. 
37/21 Correspondence for discussion
1. MP Mark Jenkinson-Discussion regarding Planning Reforms
An email has been received from MP Mark Jenkinson offering the opportunity for him to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss planning reform, in particular to discuss the opportunities that new reforms will present to Parish Councils with regard to design and infrastructure.

Resolved by all present that he be invited to attend subject to confirming that he will be speaking about the current & future situation and not the history of this fact (and that any discussion would need to be outwith any political stance). 

Action: Clerk to communicate this decision to MP Mark Jenkinson.
38/21 Planning Applications & Consultations
Ref: 		HOU/2021/0001
Location:	75 Main Street, Great Broughton Cockermouth
Proposal:	Re-submission of application HOU/2020/0183 for new parking, new first floor window and extension 

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council object to this application on the grounds that they have concerns about the impact that this development is already having on local residents and bridleway usage. Reports have been made of parking spaces being blocked by building rubble and the bridleway being obstructed by vehicles (with associated carriageway damage). 

Additionally Councillors noted that this development has already been constructed, and further there is a porch constructed that is not listed on the planning details which is a planning compliance issue, this oversized porch is also distorting the traffic movement in the area as the porch prevents large vehicles manoeuvring.  

Broughton Parish Council would request that a formal planning condition be applied if this is approved regarding the fact that the bridleway can’t be used for vehicular access. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: 		VAR/2021/0003
Location:	Land at Former RNAD Derwent Forest
Proposal:	Variation to approved application 2/2017/0219 to amend the dwelling type on plot 10. 

Resolved by all present that the style of architectural vernacular is out of keeping with the local housing styles, and each individual development seems to be getting larger. Further councillors noted it was very difficult to establish what exactly was changing as part of this variation based on the information provided on the website, given that there are no documents on the website under planning application ref 2/2017/0219. However it was noted there is a design code for the site, and that ABC should be ensuring compliance with this design code. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments.
39/21 Planning Decisions
None
40/21 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid with cheques signed by 2 authorised signatories 

	From
	Reason
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary February(Via SO)
	£536.45

	HMRC
	PAYE February
	£141.00

	Nest
	Pension (Via DD)
	£49.40

	CALC 
	Training Fees
	£40

	National Allotment Association
	Subscription
	£66



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 
1. Approval of monthly bank reconciliation & spend against budget report 
Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true & accurate record.
Grass Cutting 
Resolved by all present that the Clerk advertise the grass cutting tender on Great & Little Broughton Crack and in the local press with the quotes to be considered at the March 2021 meeting. CU141879

Action: Clerk to undertake this work.

Action: Clerk to send a letter to the owner of the piece of land and request if they are able to cut it to improve the visual condition of the area. 
Budget for bench repairs
Resolved by all present that this be deferred until the ‘adopt a bench’ idea has been trialled. 
41/21 Councillor Matters
Cllr A Carruthers Resignation- Cllr C Winter suggested that a gift in recognition of her long service should be sent.

Action: Cllr M Bradley to progress this and submit a receipt for an expenses reimbursement.
42/21 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the meeting dates for 21/22 be set as:

16th March 2021 at 19:00- Virtual Meeting Room
20th April 2021 at 19:00- Virtual Meeting Room
18th May 2021 at 19:00 (APM & AGM)- Virtual Meeting Room
15th June 2021 at 19:00- TBC
20th July 2021 at 19:00- TBC
21st September 2021 at 19:00- TBC
19th October 2021 at 19:00- TBC
30th November 2021 at 19:00- TBC
18th January 2022 at 19:00- TBC

Meeting closed 20:29

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..


