Broughton Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Little Broughton Village Hall on Tuesday 15th October 2019 at 19:00. 

Present: Mrs M Bradley (In the Chair) Mrs Sue Hannah, Mr Steve Hannah, Mrs Alison Carruthers, Mr Bill Smith, Mrs Joanne Sewell, Mrs J Hobden, Ms Becx Carter, A/BC Cllr J Farebrother, 
Apologies:  Mrs C Winter, A/BC Cllr N Cockburn
With 7 Councillors present the meeting was quorate to continue. 
163/19 Apologies for absence

Apologies were received and noted from the above.

164/19 Chairman’s Announcements

None

Cllr Bradley notified all present that at her discretion a minor re-arrangement of the agenda items was being authorised to enable for consideration of all business prior to Cllr J Sewell leaving the meeting due to a declaration of interest. The minutes that follow are as per the revised order. 

165/19 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
 
Cllr J Sewell declared an interest in planning application reference HOU/2019/0204

166/19 Minutes of the meeting held on the 17th September 2019

All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes.

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting by the Chair Cllr Mary Bradley

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 

167/19 Public Participation 

None

168/19 Applications for Co-option

The Clerk informed Councillors that she was in dialogue with a potentially interested party who may attend the November 2019 meeting to apply for co-option. 

169/19 Update on matters arising from previous meetings

1) Youth Shelter/Outdoor Recreation Project

Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred until the November 2019 meeting. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this matter for the November 2019 meeting

2) Phone Box

The Clerk noted that correspondence has been received from local residents living in proximity to the phone box again requesting that the phone box be removed.

It was noted that this is not a Parish Council asset and is not sited on Parish Council land as such there is limited action that the Parish Council can take.

Further Councillors present round the table noted that there was an ongoing desire from some local residents to have a bus shelter sited in this vicinity. But the issue is ongoing relating to the lack of land ownership details.

170/19 Clerks Report

Resolved by all present that the Clerks report and its contents be noted as received. 

Action: Clerk to chase up the Parish Council Solicitor regarding the registration of Bulling Meadow/Profits A Prendre 

171/19 Play Area

The regular check sheets have been received from Mr Wilson who undertakes them. It was noted that the double gates are once again re-locked with a padlock.

Surfacing
An issue of safety has been reported regarding the condition of the safety surfacing in two areas of the playarea, (close to the roundabout and under the childrens swings).

Resolved by all present that the clerk obtain quotes for patch and repair in these locations & also for a complete replacement with the appropriate modern material around the children’s swings.

Action: Clerk to proceed with obtaining these quotes as soon as possible. 

172/19 Reports from Visiting Councillors & on other meetings attended

ABC:
· A Climate Change Scrutiny Group has been formed following the recent Allerdale vote to declare a climate emergency. The first meeting of this is taking place in the near term.
· Community Hero’s. If a community has a local hero they can nominate these to Allerdale who will support with providing press coverage.
· Ellenvale have discontinued the Greysouthern-Brigham Bus Service due to lack of use. This was noted with disappointment but the ongoing issue of the lack of frequency of services makes the service not easily useable. 
· Big Allerdale Switch is taking place once again. If anyone is considering switching energy suppliers this can offer significant discounts. 

173/19 Allotments


i. WRAS compliance and non-return valves. 


The Clerk confirmed that until formal confirmation has been received from WaterPlus/United Utilities regarding if there is a ‘master’ non return valve in the meter work had to continue to be undertaken by a registered & WRAS compliant plumber. 

An update has been received from Water Plus confirming that it depends on the type of box the meter is located in as to if there is a non-return valve included (or not). The Clerk has sought confirmation on what type of box is sited at the Nook & Coldgill Sites. Further WaterPlus have confirmed that some specific sites require non return valves on all stand pipes because of the risk of contamination. Confirmation is awaited on if Allotments are one of these specificed sites.

Action: Clerk to continue working on this matter with the relevant bodies. And to raise queries with them regarding if it is possible to have a ‘tandem’ non return valve fitted outside of the meter box (if the meter box includes a non return valve) to prevent the need for them on standpipes, additionally a query to be raised that if there is a non return valve on the meter box can the non return valves on the individual stand pipes be maintained by a volunteer rather than a WRAS registered plumber. 

It was noted that winter was coming and tap maintenance was continuing to cost significant funds. 

ii. Payment updates

The Clerk confirmed that at the 3rd October there were circa 14 plots ‘in debt’ this equated to 10 tenants (a number have multiple tenancies. These were sent debtors notices with the £20 late surcharge applied.

At the meeting date there were 7 debtors outstanding (equating to 4 tenants). It was noted that this was a much better position than in previous years so the £20 surcharge appears to be working. 

iii. Available plots

It was noted that there were a number of vacant plots, and more likely to be returned as the end of the invoice period is reached. Cllr J Hobden is reallocating plots as much as she can but there may become a time where there are plots available and no one on the waiting list.

Resolved that Cllr J Hobden liaise with the tenant/family of the tenant from Plot 10 Nook to facilitate the clearance of the plot ready for reallocation.

Action: Clerk to prepare the revised invoices and tenancy agreements for Plot 8 & 28 on Coldgill & Plot 29 on Nook (which are altering in sizes).

iv. Allotment Working Group Meeting

It was noted that this is scheduled for Monday 28th October 2019, with an allotment walk around scheduled in advance of this meeting. 

174/19 Parish Maintenance & Highways Matters

Millennium Gardens- It was noted that complaints are being received from a very small number of parishoners regarding the grasses on Millenium Gardens. It has been suggested that some of the larger grasses be removed.

Action: Cllr M Bradley to organise the drawing of a plan showing which grasses to be removed.
Action: Clerk to organise a quote for the removal of these grasses and replacement with a  lower growing species.

Bus Shelter- It was noted that the Bus Shelter on Main Street is falling into a state of disrepair and is likely to need repaired/removed.

Action: Clerk to Contact CCC and establish if they have any one who surveys bus shelters structurally and to ask them to survey this one.
Action: Clerk to liaise with Sue Hannah over this work, and if CCC can’t survey the shelter a formal structural survey to be ordered to look at how best to repair/make safe the structure. 

Noticeboards-The Clerk noted that a report had been received from a member of the public regarding the condition of the noticeboard at Welfare Field (a piece of wood had come lose). Thanks were noted to the parishioner who had fixed this issue.

Resolved by all present that the replacement of the noticeboards be deferred as following the recent repairs the condition appears to all to be acceptable. 

Defibrillator Road Signs-Resolved by all present that the Clerk contact Cumbria County Council to enquire as to the cost and possible locations for signs notifying road users of the location of Public Access Defibrillators.

Action: Clerk to obtain quotes and plans from CCC
Action: Clerk to contact the Broughton Parish Newsletter and ask if the locations of the Defib’s can be included in the Newsletter as standard for public information. 

Parish Maintenance Tender

It was noted by all present that this matter would be listed for consideration and decision at the November meeting.

Action: All to review the previously circulated tender documents and come to the November 2019 prepared with proposals for additional areas to be included/excluded etc. 

175/19 Correspondence

i. Allerdale Local Plan Part 2 Main Modifications 

It was noted that the one proposed change affecting the Broughton Parish Council area was the revision of the Settlement Boundaries to include the two new developments on Coldgill Avenue (Rigg Top & Derwent View). 

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments relating to this modification but would raise a query as to why the settlement boundary has been revised to include these two new properties, but not revised to include the recently approved developments on Moor Road. 

Action: Clerk to raise this query and distribute the answer to all when received. 

176/19 Finance & Accounts

1. Payment of Accounts

Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid with cheques signed by 2 authorised signatories 

	From
	Reason
	Amount

	Becx Carter
	Salary (via SO)
	£564.68

	HMRC
	PAYE (Oct)
	£141.20

	Dryden Ward
	Fencing at Coldgill
	£5,880

	Jackson Hetherington
	Grass Cutting & extra at Nook
	£403.34



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

2. Approval of monthly bank reconciliation & spend against budget report 

Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true & accurate.
177/19 Neighbourhood Planning Next Steps
It was noted by all present that the previously circulated briefing notes and notes from the joint meeting be noted as received and attached as an appendix to these minutes for wider public information. 
It was noted that if the decision was taken to proceed with the preparation of a Neighbourhood plan it would be a costly & lengthy process however there is a grant of £10,000 available to parishes for the preparation of a plan (to enable expert help to be bought if for the evidential preparation and the public consultation on the Plan).  A Neighbourhood Plan can be undertaken by a parish on its own (the standard approach) or it can be done as a cluster parish approach, if this approach were to be taken there would only be one grant of £10,000 available for the plan (as it would only be one plan). 
A Neighbourhood Plan can not prohibit development but can be used to shape and direct development as per the evidenced needs and wants of the local community. 
A robust discussion was held with various questions raised (and where possible answered). The majority of queries are covered as part of the appendixes briefing paper & notes from the joint meeting.
It was noted that the crucial matter to identify is if Broughton Parish Council wish to move forward with the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan all present would need to agree why this was being done, (not just to prevent development). 
Resolved by all present that a broader discussion with all councillors from the wider parishes needs to be held to establish if there is an appetite for more than one parish to prepare a neighbourhood plan (which could be prepared in parallel to make the most of any consultancy/expert help contracted).  A meeting to be called for the 18th January 2020 (afternoon) and all Councillors of all neighbouring Parishes (along with ABC and ACT to be invited).
Action: Clerk to book a venue and issue an invite
Action: Clerk to provide some over-arching data figures if possible, on the future predicted growth trends for Cumbria to all councillors.
Action: Clerk to liaise with ACT/ABC to establish who to approach to invite a representative from an already ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan area to the January 2020 meeting to reflect on the process & lessons learnt. 
178/19 Planning Applications & Consultations

Cllr J Sewell declared an interest and left the meeting. 

Ref: 	HOU/2019/0204
Location: 6 Camerton Road, Great Broughton, Cockermouth
Cockermouth: Proposed extension & alterations (resubmission of HOU/2019/0016)

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments or objections relating to this proposal

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

179/19 Planning Decisions

None

180/19	Councillor Matters
None 

181/19 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all present that the next meeting date be set as 26th Noveber 2019
Action: Clerk to distribute grass cutting tender to all with papers for the November 2019 meeting
Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..



Appendices to October 15th 2019 Broughton PC Meeting Minutes 
Briefing Paper

Subject: Neighbourhood Planning/Joint Planning Approach regarding Broughton Arms Dump/Soddy Gap/Broughton Lodge
Prepared by: Becx Carter (Broughton Parish Clerk)
Date: 9th September 2019.
To: 
· Broughton Parish Council,
· Broughton Moor Parish Council, 
· Brigham Parish Council,
· Papcastle Parish Council, 
· Bridekirk Parish Council, 
· Camerton Parish Council, 
· Seaton Parish Council.

Background: Following concerns raised by a number of Parish Councils about the potential large scale developments proposed for some of the larger sites surrounding the Parishes a joint meeting was called in March, followed up by one in July to review possible ways that the local communities could have more of a say in the planning aspirations for these sites.
Options:
Broughton Parish Council would be interested to know from all Parishes which of the below options they would like to take forward (so that Broughton PC can determine how it moves forward). Please could you let Broughton Parish Clerk know your Councils resolution by the 30th November 2019 (Broughtonparishclerk@hotmail.com) 
1. Do nothing- Continue with the status quo with Parish Councils being statutory consultees on Planning Applications once they are within the Planning System
2. Joint Neighbourhood Plan between a group of Parish Councils covering a specified area e.g Broughton Arms Dump. (But this would exclude the other areas of all the Parishes).
3. Individual Neighbourhood Plan by each Parish Council with common sections relating to any of the larger areas where concern is present e.g. Broughton Arms Dump, Broughton Lodge/Soddy Gap.  This would enable each Parish Council to consider their entire Parish in terms of planning but still offer more local input on the key potential large scale development areas.
Detail:
· Neighbourhood planning is a complex and lengthy process (circa 18months – 2 years) and culminates in a local referendum. If this is successful the Neighbourhood Plan can be ‘made’.
· Allerdale Borough Council as the local planning authority have a statutory duty to offer support to communities going through the Neighbourhood Planning Process. 
· There are grants available for Neighbourhood planning, circa £10k per plan. So if option 2 was considered it would be only one grant of £10k, if option 3 was taken forward by 1 or more parishes it would be £10k per plan. These are commonly used to pay for professional planning & community consultation services. 
· Action with Communities in Cumbria are also willing and able to offer assistance/guidance.
· Further details can be found on https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/ 


Meeting: Notes of the Joint Planning Meeting held between Parish Councils, Allerdale & Action with Communities in Cumbria. 
Date: Wednesday 31st July 2019. 
Venue: Cockermouth Methodist Church.
Present:
Mary Bradley- Chair, Broughton Parish Council
Becx Carter- Clerk, Broughton Parish Council
Gareth Douglas Brown- Development Officer- Action with Communities in Cumbria
Andy Moss- Camerton Parish Council
David Wilson- Vice Chair, Brigham Parish Council
Nicky Cockburn- Allerdale Borough Councillor, Broughton St Bridget’s Ward
Simon Sharp- Planning & Building Control Manager- Allerdale Borough Council 
Lorrainne Smyth- Chief Executive- Action with Communities in Cumbria
Roy Stenson- Vice Chair, Bridekirk Parish Council

Opening:

Mrs Mary Bradley opened the meeting and provided an overview of the aims of the meeting (to look at a possible joint neighbourhood plan due to the concerns about the piecemeal large scale developments that are happening/rumoured to be happening within the Parishes). In particular the local concerns relating to the impacts on infrastructure and local services (shops/post office/schools etc).  Broughton Parish Council initially called the first meeting of this group a,s following a presentation by Simon Sharp at a Broughton Parish Council meeting, the Councillors asked to be included in a steering/working group that Allerdale BC mentioned that sits alongside Allerdale & the Developers on the Derwent Forest Site to enable some community involvement in this process. However on investigation ABC confirmed that this group wouldn’t re commence sitting at this stage as the proposals were still in their infancy. 

ACT & ABC were thanked for attending the meeting to provide clarity on what a Neighbourhood Plan encompasses and the process involved for the Parishes/Parish Cluster to consider, and any details of funding and support available. Following this meeting the next step would be for each Parish Representative to take a paper to their council summarising the outcome of this meeting to enable each Parish to take a decision on next steps.

Lorrainne- Action with Communities in Cumbria took the place of lead of the meeting

Lorrainne confirmed that she had spoken with Simon from ABC prior to this meeting and that she would lead on the meeting with Simon answering questions where required. 

Why? The group confirmed that the rationale for getting to this stage was the concerns across all the Parishes represented (and other neighbouring parishes) regarding the endless stream of piecemeal development that has occurred (and is expected to occur going forward) within the Parishes (in particular around the Broughton Lodge/Soddy Gap/Broughton Arms dump), and the impacts these would have on infrastructure & community services. 

A Neighbourhood Plan has a statutory function where as other types of plans (community led plan, design statements) don’t have the same legal standing. Development Orders do have a legal standing but are a different tool.  A Neighbourhood Plan would be prepared in consultation with Allerdale Borough Council as the Planning Authority who have a statutory duty to provide assistance. 

Who? Mary confirmed on behalf of those present that this group had initially been formed to explore any possible options relating to the community being able to have more of a say/involvement in the planning around any of the key sites, and as such the idea of possibly working together on a joint plan of some form had been suggested.

Lorrainne confirmed that, whilst a Neighbourhood Plan can be prepared covering a number of different parishes (there is one in Eden which covers 17 parishes), this can be challenging as the agreement of all parties to the plan is required if any changes etc are required. 

Legally there has to be a ‘lead’ parish.

A Neighbourhood Plan has to sit in conformity with the relevant Borough/District Local Plan but a Neighbourhood Plan can provide more detail than a Local Plan so in the case of Broughton Arms Dump this could be very valuable. 

Where? To begin the process of preparing a Neighbourhood Plan the Lead Parish (if it is a group of parishes, or the parish if it is singular) need to define and then apply to the relevant local authority (Allerdale in this case) to be designated as a ‘Neighbourhood Plan Area’.  A Neighbourhood Plan Area can be a whole Parish/s, but it could also just be a geographical area that the lead authority is concerned about e.g. the Broughton Arms Dump. It could just be focused on this area. 

Help? Simon confirmed that Allerdale Borough Council have a statutory duty to provide some support/guidance and have structured their planning team in such a way as to be able to dedicate senior officer time to support parishes through the process. 

Timescales? The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is approximately 2 years from start to finish. 

Funding Support? There is the possibility of being able to access a grant of 9k from https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/about/grant-funding/. This is per Neighbourhood Plan so if the Parishes grouped together only one grant could be applied for (if each Parish did their own plan with a common ‘theme’ around the areas of concern) then each Parish could apply for a grant. The funding has to be spent within a 1 year period, which is a commitment due to the scale of the process that must be adhered to. (In other areas Planning Consultants have been employed to do the works).

Local Background: Simon confirmed that the Allerdale Borough Council Local Plan Part 1 was adopted in 2014. The adoption of Part 2 hasn’t yet occurred, during which time there have been overarching targets for e.g. number of houses to be built, within the Borough but no details on which areas/settlements needed the additional housing/type of housing required (settlement limits & allocations). This has resulted in a number of applicants seizing this opportunity to apply for housing within Allerdale as they could state that they maintained supply in the absence of allocations being adopted.

ABC is hopeful that the Local Plan Part 2 will be adopted in the short term future which will provide the full weight for settlement limits and allocations and align development to the Local Plan.

Simon confirmed that, whilst a Neighbourhood Plan could not be prepared to close this current gap between the Local Plan Part 1 & Local Plan Part 2, the same issue would occur when the documents come to be reviewed at the end of their terms. So a Parish/es having a Neighbourhood Plan could provide more local control. 

Stopping Development? Legally a Neighbourhood Plan can’t be used to ‘stop’ development. But it is a tool that can be used by local communities to try and shape development within the defined area, and to provide more detail/evidence regarding any key areas that are of concern to the relevant communities e.g. details of the infrastructure, services, utilities etc and how development could best address these issues (if it were to come forward). 

Elsewhere in the country Neighbourhood Plans have gone into significant detail mathematically about the size of a defined area compared to the District/Borough Council planning area and then apportioned the total number of houses out to state how many new homes an area should be expecting (and this approach has had some successes).

A Neighbourhood Plan can be used to suggest areas of land/redundant buildings etc where development would be a best fit for the area e.g. infill etc.

National Background: Nationally there is a shortage of housing; as a result of this almost anywhere where houses could be developed there is a desire for them to be developed. It is not clear if this is the case in Allerdale (shortage of housing) or if it is a shortage of the right type of housing, or wrong homes in the wrong areas, but a Neighbourhood Plan could look to develop evidence to try and shape some of these areas in the future. One of the key objectives of a Neighbourhood Plan can be to look at obtaining and continuing to have a sustainable community (this includes consideration being given to the local infrastructure & services), there are a number of tools within the Neighbourhood Planning Toolkit that support communities to evidence this this information. https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/

Q: Each of the Parishes represented has a village/s within it, and consideration could be given to the most appropriate types/locations of development within each of the existing settlements. How would/could a Neighbourhood Plan cope with proposals (as are rumoured for the Broughton Arms Dump) to create up to 4 new settlements and potentially 1800-2000 new homes? As clearly developments of this size/scale would have a serious impact on the viabilities of any of the existing communities. Would a Neighbourhood Plan address the looming problem of large scale developments on the doorsteps?  

A: Simon from ABC confirmed that in the example of the Broughton Arms Dump the land is owned by Allerdale Borough Council, and the Local Plan currently is quite flexible on what development is to proposed/expected for this site. He confirmed that there would be scope for another Development Plan e.g. a Neighbourhood Plan that could provide more clarity on the shaping of the site (Broughton Arms Dump). 

Simon noted that the timescales for the Broughton Arms Dump site are such that there would be time for local communities to develop a Neighbourhood Plan/s. There are a number of viability and infrastructure issues on that site that need to be resolved. At the moment the current position relating to this site is that ABC have aspirations to develop this site but there is no further detail. A Neighbourhood plan/s could help shape the design of this site going forward.

NB: Simon has confirmed that since the meeting it has become clear that the consortium that manage the Broughton Dump are intent on submitting an application for a further small element of the dump site. The consortium have been encouraged to contact the parishes at pre-application stage  and engage with them. 

Q: Given the size of the possible development, would anything a Parish Council can do stand up to the financial aspirations of ABC as the owner of the site, and the UK Government drive to build more housing?  Surely nothing a Parish Council can do, would stop/alter what potentially is a very lucrative development site?

A: If what you are trying to do is stop a development then Neighbourhood Planning won’t allow you to do this. However the Parishes could (if this was a direction they wanted to go in) work to lobby Allerdale Borough Council about the site being considered as a Garden Village Site (similar to the ones on the proposed Carlisle Southern Link Road) rather than in terms of piecemeal development. 

Q: Regarding the Broughton Arms Site are there any stipulations in the existing local plan regarding the volume of houses and associated infrastructure/services improvement?

A: No there is no detail of this nature in the existing Broughton Arms Dump policy. (S.18 Allerdale Local Plan Part 1 Pg 93-96) https://www.allerdale.gov.uk/en/planning-building-control/planning-policy/local-plan-part-1/

Q: There are a significant number of consultants involved (the local community understands) in the proposed Utopia/Derwent Forest Consortia which include 3 or 4 villages, tourism infrastructure etc, how would the local community demonstrate the impact that such developments would have on the local community? E.g. When CCC Highways attended a Broughton PC meeting back in 2018 they confirmed that all planning consideration given from their point of view is based on a ‘National Set of Guidelines’ and these are written for large cities and as such most developments in Cumbria are unlikely to reach this ‘level’ and so Highways will rarely (if ever) make any comment to support local community highways/traffic concerns.

A: The way that Highways comment on an application wouldn’t change, and they would still be bound by their guidelines, however a Neighbourhood Plan would potentially allow a Parish/es to include evidence to help support their position. A Neighbourhood Plan if ‘made’ has statutory weight and  primacy in terms of planning law.

Q: How do you define a Neighbourhood Plan Area? 
A: This can be any defined geographical area and can cover a whole Parish or part of a number of Parishes e.g. Broughton Arms Dump. There needs to be a defined rationale for why that area is being designated. 

Q: Timescales?
A: The preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is a long process, including an independent review, and ultimately a referendum. The body undertaking the work needs to be ensure that significant local consultation takes place. This consultation can be focused on the Neighbourhood Plan, but could also filter any other concerns/issues/opportunities outside of the Neighbourhood Plan in to a separate community plan to make the most of any non Neighbourhood Plan issues that arise.

Q: Reviews?
A: A Neighbourhood Plan has to be reviewed at the end of each time period, or when the local Planning Authority (Allerdale) reviews their Local Plan. 

All present acknowledged that some form of development on the Broughton Arms Dump site was accepted and the Parishes were not trying to block development out right but want to ensure that what happens on this site (and others) doesn’t negatively impact on the existing communities.

Q: Is the Broughton Arms Dump a ‘strategic site’ and if so how would a Neighbourhood Plan if prepared on this site impact it?
A: It is a strategic site and as such the Neighbourhood Plan would have to work alongside the Local Plan to refine the aims for the site. 

NB since the meeting there has been debate within ABC on if the Broughton Arms Dump is a ‘strategic site’ or not? The current discussions suggest it isn’t so there would be CLEAR scope for a Neighbourhood Plan to cover the site. 

Q: Would ABC be willing to work with the local community on the development of a Developer Brief at the right time in the process? 
A: Potentially yes.

Q: Could a number of individual Neighbourhood Plans be prepared by the individual Parishes with a common section/theme relating to the specific areas of land e.g. Broughton Arms Dump, Broughton Lodge/Soddy Gap. Thereby enabling each parish to have areas specific and unique to them but continuing the theme of the potential areas for larger scale developments.
A: Yes. The outcome of the process (the ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plans) would then potentially be used by ABC to shape future Local Plans for the area. 

Q: What statutory limits/requirements are there requiring the community consultation and levels of engagement, given the high levels of apathy that are often experienced with the local area?
A: There is a duty to undertake significant and wide ranging public consultation to support the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan and to achieve this ACT’s experience is it is best if this is positively phrased. However in terms of the referendum it is 50% of those that vote have to be in favour for the plan to be ‘made’. There is no minimum turn out requirement. 

Simon noted that local communities should be aware that they are in the impact risk zones for the Derwent Special Area of Conservation which would mean additional work would be mandatory (Habitat Appropriate Assessments & Environmental Impact Assessments). 

Summary

There is potentially an appetite to do something like a Neighbourhood Plan for the Broughton Arms Dump Site, how this would actually work in terms of designated areas, and if there should be one for just that site, or if individual parishes should do one with a common part on the Dump is yet to be determined.  The advantage of undertaking to do a Neighbourhood Plan is that it is legally binding once it is ‘made’.   However if individual Parishes decide not to proceed with a Neighbourhood Plan, then there is still a piece of work to do to influence Allerdale Borough Council on their local plan for this site, and to strengthen the existing policies for the area. 

Action: Becx to prepare and distribute minutes of the meeting to ACT & ABC for a factual check prior to them being distributed to all attending & invited parishes
Action: Becx to prepare with Mary a briefing paper that can be tabled at all attending & invited Parishes in September to gauge the appetite for proceeding with a Neighbourhood Planning Process. 


Useful Resources:

· https://locality.org.uk/services-tools/neighbourhood-planning/
· https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/pas-topics/neighbourhood-plans
· https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/NP_Roadmap_online_full.pdf
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