Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 18:00

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Steve Hannah, Paul Chatten, Russ Cockburn, Mary Bradley, Sue Hannah, Annette Chatten, Bill Smith, Nicky Cockburn, Cumberland Clllr M Harris

Apologies: 
With 9 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
17/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies:
None
18/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
19/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
20/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 13th Jan 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 13th Jan 2026 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
21/26 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chair noted a need to look at projects that can be achieved over the next 12months to demonstrate value for money to parishioners following the slight increase in Precept that was approved at the January 2026 meeting. 
22/26 Public Participation 
None

23/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
Cumberland Councillor Martin Harris had provided a written report via email this was noted as received.
· It was noted that there is an Allerdale Area Speed Limit review is due in the coming weeks/months so if any speed limits need changed these requests should be raised with Cumberland Highways department. 
· It was noted that the second 30mph Camerton speed limit sign is still missing. 
· A question was raised regarding the recent news that Cumberland Council are going to fund an in depth plan/study for the A66 roundabout, it was understood by some Broughton Parish Councillors that this plan was already in place. It was confirmed that this is not the case what had already been developed was essentially an ‘outline’ plan, and what Cumberland Council are proposing to fund is a much more detailed plan.
· A query was raised about where the 20mph speed limits are within the village (it is not clear on the Camerton road). 
· Questions were raised about the financial impact the combined Mayoral Authority will have on the area. It was noted that the briefing notes for a recent meeting have been circulated to all.
24/26 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Dog Fouling
Cllr S Hannah updated that a Cumberland Council officer has been in touch with her and a new plan for the location of the stencils has been provided. Information has also been provided on how to report dog fouling culprits to allow Cumberland Council to issue enforcement notices. This information on how to report offences has been shared on the Great & Little Broughton Crack Facebook page to encourage people to make reports. 
The Cumberland Council officer has also acted on reports that the litter bin in the playarea is overflowing. Information was provided that the litter bin in the playarea is emptied by the maintenance team, as opposed to the other on street bins that are emptied by the bin wagons. During the winter the grass is not cut so the maintenance team don’t attend and the bin is therefore not emptied. 
Cllr Sue Hannah suggested that consideration be given to moving the playarea bin onto the emptying schedule done by the bin wagons (rather than the maintenance team that only attend sporadically).
Action: Clerk to seek clarity from Cumberland Council on what the difference is between the two bin emptying schedules and how bins can be moved between the two. 
ii. Derwent Forest Update
The Clerk confirmed she had asked Cumberland Cllr M Harris to try and identify who was the portfolio holder for Derwent Forest at Cumberland Council. 
Action: Clerk to continue to pursue Cumberland Council (via Andrew Seeking & Stuart Knight) to try and identify who is the portfolio holder for this site.
It was noted that there is tree felling on going on the site and it is unclear if this is consented or not. (This may or may not be in the Silver Jubilee forest which was the only one planted in the UK). 
iii. EV Charge Points
Cllr N Clubley updated that he has submitted a site suggestion to the project website (the site next to the Welfare Playing Field where the post box is)
iv. Parish Council Communications
It was agreed that the Parish Council will continue to publicise its activities via the Broughton Village Newsletter, and via Great & Little Broughton Crack 
v. United Utilities/Sewage
Cllr N Cockburn noted that on monitoring the UU website it appears that they are discharging less from the Broughton Treatment works. Cllr Steve Hannah noted that the frequency of wagons attending the site has increased significantly but it is not clear where this solid waste is being moved to. Cllr N Cockburn noted that the Cockermouth waste water treatment works is now discharging almost constantly (which as it is upstream of Broughton) so will still have a negative impact on the health and wellbeing of the water course and those that use it. 
Action: Cllr N Cockburn to contact MP Markus Campbell Savours to raise concerns about the legislative issues around the issue of sewage capacity and new developments. 
25/26 Community Resilience/Emergency Plan
It was noted that this is nearly completed and just needs to be circulated for approval.
Action: Clerk to agenda this for approval at the April 2026 meeting. 
The Clerk noted that there is an opportunity for two councils in Cumberland & two councils in WaF to take part in a Community Resilience Pilot.
Action: Cllr P Chatten to register on behalf of Broughton Parish Council and establish the time commitments etc and report back at future meetings.
Action: Clerk to agenda this for feedback at the April 2026 meeting. 
26/26 Play-area
I. General Play area Matters
· It was noted that an application for funding for improved stop the ball netting has been submitted and a decision is pending. 
· Additional grass seed has been purchased for re-seeding
· It was noted that positive feedback continues to be received about the new equipment.
27/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
· The two plots that needed clearance have now been dug out and cleared and two skips have now been filled with a third one probably needed. 
Resolved by all present that consent be given for additional skips to be hired as required.
Action: Cllr M Bradley to take this forward.
· There is one plot vacant that is looking for a tenant
28/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
It was noted that a positive meeting was held with MP Markus Campbell Savours about this matter, MP Markus Campbell Saviours is going distribute a survey around the local area about this topic and once the results were received a public meeting will be held. 

It was noted that both MP Markus Campbell Savours and Cumberland Council are fully supportive of this project. 

The strategic plans for the area are being developed in advance of the combined mayoral authority taking affect, and that one of the key focuses for this area is likely to be the need for the A66 between Penrith-West Coast to be upgraded to unlock the energy coast developments in the future.  

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters

Action: Clerk to request on behalf of Broughton Parish Council that the entirety of Broughton Village be made 20mph on the grounds of safety. 

It was noted with thanks for the replacement Great Broughton sign at Monkey Villas, which after 5 years has now been replaced. Thanks were noted to the parishioner who provided assistance with this matter, who has also agreed to monitor the other replacement signs that are required. 

Cllr N Clubley noted that he had reported a number of potholes on Harris Brow to Cumberland Council

iii. To receive an update on the Parish Lengthsman Scheme

Cllr M Bradley noted that CALC are continuing to pursue this. The frustration with this is noted. It is not clear what further action can be taken by Parish Councils to move this forward with Cumberland Council stalling this process. 

iv. Grass Cutting Quote 2026

It was noted that a quotation has been received for this at £2240 for the season. It was noted that the costs of advertising a contract of this value yearly is prohibitive at over £450 plus VAT for the smallest advert as such the council agreed to award the contract on a request for quotation basis. 

Resolved by all present that the contract be offered to the Jackson Hetherington for this forthcoming year. Proposed by Cllr N Cockburn, seconded by Cllr Sue Hannah (all present in favour). 

Action: Clerk to confirm this)

v. Bench Repairs

Cllr Steve Hannah has prepared a map of benches and circulated to all councillors; this includes photos of each bench that could be then offered to tender for works to improve/repair the benches. Not all the benches are the same style/require the same works.

It was suggested that consideration be given at a future meeting to the colour of the new benches. 

Action: Cllr Steve Hannah to complete the mapping project to allow a specification to be prepared for a request for quotation to be advertise. 

The map of benches and views from them could then be shared on the website/Cumbria crack for information. 

29/26 Correspondence 
i. Christchurch request for support

It was noted that there has been a recent change in legislation that now would allow a Parish Council to make a donation toward a Church building as long as it were for wider community benefit.

Resolved by all present that a donation of £500 be made toward this project. 

Action: Clerk to process this donation

ii. Notification of a BT OpenReach pole at Rear of 61 Main street

This was noted as received.

iii. To note increase in Payroll Processing for 26/27 Financial Year
This price increase was noted. 
Cllr N Cockburn and Cllr R Cockburn left the meeting 19:24
30/26 Planning Applications
Ref : FUL/2026/0031
Location: Glen Cottage, Little Broughton, Cockermouth, CA13 0YA
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural workers dwelling.
Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council would question the need for this agricultural workers dwelling. 
Action: Clerk to submit this comment. 
31/26 Planning Decisions
None
32/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Feb)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (Feb)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Salary (March)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (March)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£62.53
	Approve

	HMRC
	National insurance balancing payment
	£174.19
	Approve

	National Allotment Society
	Subscription
	£84.00
	Approve

	WJPS 
	Email migration
	£214.80
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against budget report

Resolved by all present that these reports be approved as a true and accurate record.

iii. To adopt the Parish Council IT policy.

Resolved by all present that this be adopted and the clerk update the website 

Action: Clerk to update the website. 
33/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

10th Feb 2026- PC & AC Apologies 
10th March 2026	
14th April 2026 (to avoid Easter Holidays)
12th May 2026 AGM & APM
9th June 2026
14th July 2026
8th Sept 2026
13th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:43

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..

