Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 18:05

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Steve Hannah, Sue Hannah, Nicky Cockburn, Paul Chatten, Annette Chatten, Mary Bradley, Russ Cockburn

Apologies: Bill Smith, Cumberland Cllr M Harris
With 8 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
51/26 To elect a chair person for the forthcoming year
Resolved by all present that Cllr N Clubley be appointed as Chair for the forthcoming year. 
52/26 To elect a Vice Chair person for the forthcoming year
Resolved by all present that Cllr M Bradley be appointed as vice chair for the forthcoming year. 
53/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted as received from those named above
54/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
55/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
56/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 14th April 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 14th April 2026 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
57/26 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chair thanked all councillors for their collaborative approach to Parish Council business. 
58/26 Public Participation 
None

59/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
A written report was noted as received from Cumberland Cllr M Harris.
60/26 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Dog Fouling
Cllr S Hannah will continue to pursue this now that the weather is improving. 
ii. Derwent Forest Update
The Clerk confirmed that the portfolio holder for this will be attending the July 2026 meeting of Broughton Parish Council to discuss this. 
Councillors present agreed that a clear set of questions/matters of concern from the Parish Council be prepared in advance of this meeting. A small group of councillors will meet in advance of the July meeting to prepare a list of topics for discussion. 
Action: Cllr M Bradley to pull together a meeting to discuss this and points to be shared with Paul Green in advance 
iii. Community Resilience Pilot
Cllr P Chatten noted that an expression of interest has been filed on behalf of Broughton Parish Council but no response has been received in terms of timescales/time commitments etc.
61/26 Play-area
i. To take any decisions relating to matters pertaining to the Play area

It was noted that the £2000 grant for the fence has been approved by Lakes to Sea Panel and is in the bank. Cllr Sue Hannah noted that an updated quotation is required as the current one is a couple of months old now. 

Resolved by all present (Mary proposed, Annette seconded) that Cllr Sue Hannah & Cllr Steve Hannah be authorised to place this order and organise the works. 

Action: Cllr Sue Hannah & the Clerk to take this forward.  

ii. Ninja Trail
Cllr Sue Hannah placed this on Facebook with well over 100 likes and circa 20 comments which showed a keen interest for this project to proceed.  The agent is now taking this forward and Cllr Sue Hannah and the Clerk are pulling together some statistics about the Parish to support this proposal. 
It was noted that if approved this could be installed at the bottom (car park) end of Welfare Field without impacting on the football pitch. 
Thanks were noted to Cllr Sue Hannah for all her work on this. 
Action: Cllr Sue Hannah to continue with these works.
62/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
It was noted that concerns have been raised about a motorbike entering the Nook site at speed. This issue has been raised with the tenant in question.
Further concerns were noted about possible parking issues relating to both allotment sites. 
Action: Clerk to send an email to all allotment holders reminding them to drive respectfully on the sites, and to not block residents access or parking, and to be cautious of crossing footpaths when moving on and off the sites. 
63/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
It was noted that MP Markus Campbell Savours is having flyers reprinted to canvas opinion on this as the ones he had printed earlier in the year were outdated before being circulated. Councillors noted with some disappointment the lack of progress on this. 

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters

Cllr M Bradley had raised concern about the use of the bus through the Parish, in particular with reference to ensure that it was well used to support the need for it in the future. Cumberland Council have noted that there has been an 87% increase in passengers since the service started. 

Other councillors noted concerns about the reliability of the service which is preventing people from relying on it.

Public concerns were raised about the M & I bus that comes through the village around 14:15 that is driving at significant speed. 

Action: Clerk to email both M & I and Reays to remind them of the need to drive respectfully through the village.

Concerns were raised about the bridge and the behaviour of drivers in this vicinity but it’s not clear how this could be handled. Concerns were also noted about the cambered path on the bridge which could cause pedestrian safety issues. 

The report from Cumberland Cllr M Harris noted the following updates:
· Coldgill Avenue- 20mph speed request for limit signs- Cumberland Council will address this in the coming months, either by installing appropriate 20/30mph signage or by considering an extension of the existing 20mph limit. A change to the speed limit would need to be assessed as part of a wider, area wider review that is already programmed
· Camerton Road 30mph sign- This has been re-reported but there is no further action as yet. 

iii. Bench Repairs

Cllr Steve Hannah updated that he has obtained quotes for this. The initial quote is for 11 benches is £2,700 + VAT for the benches (circa £250 per seat).

Plaques for each seat would be circa £25 (‘provided by Broughton Parish Council). It was noted that none of the ones being replaced currently have memorial plaques on them. 

The installation costs would be £3,500 to do all the 11. 

Resolved by all present that these works be authorised and Cllr S Hannah to organise these works.

Action: Clerk to support Cllr Steve Hannah with ordering etc.

Thanks were noted to Steve Hannah for all his work on this. 

iv. Millennium Garden

It was noted that no update has been received on this. Cumberland Cllr M Harris is chasing this.  
64/26 Correspondence 
None 
65/26 Planning Applications
None
66/26 Planning Decisions
None
67/26 Policies
i. To review and re-adopt existing policies. 
Resolved by all present that the below policies be readopted with no changes.
-Biodiversity Policy
-Co-option Process
-Dispensation procedure
-GDPR Policy
-Health & Safety
-Complaints Procedure
-IT Policy
-Website Accessibility
-Grievance Procedure
-Privacy Notice
-Publication Scheme
-Scheme of delegation
-Planning Policy
-Public Participation policy
-Retention of documents 
-Serious infectious disease policy
-Standing orders
-Freedom of Information policy
-Non compliance with code of conduct
-Risk assessment Schedule
-Risk Management Policy & Protocol
-Risk Management Policy
-Terms of reference planning committee
ii. To review and adopt the below policies. 
Resolved by all present that the below policies be adopted with immediate effect
-Asset Register
-Code of Conduct
-Financial regulations 2026
Action: Clerk to update the website. 
68/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (May)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (May)
	£275.20
	Approve

	AJG
	Insurance
	£2256.12
	Approve

	Rachael Kelly
	Internal Audit 
	£75.00
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against budget report

Resolved by all present that these reports be approved as a true and accurate record.

iii. To receive the internal auditors report
Resolved by all present that the unqualified internal auditors report be noted as received.

iv. To approve the Annual Statements of Governance for Broughton PC for Y/E 31st March 2026
Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council approves the Annual Governance Statements as per the below, and that the Chair & Clerk sign the AGAR accordingly. 

	Statement
	Response

	1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements
	Yes

	2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness
	Yes

	3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct its business or manage its finances
	Yes

	4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audits Regulations
	Yes

	5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this authority and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required
	Yes

	6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the accounting records and control systems
	Yes

	7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit
	Yes

	8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on this authority and where appropriate, have included them in the accounting statements
	Yes

	9. (For Local Councils Only). Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and, if required, independent examination or audit
	N/A

	10.We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT and data management in accordance with proper practices during the year under review. 
	Yes



v. To approve the accounting statements, Y.E Accounts & Statement of Variances

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council approves the Accounting Statements (Section 2) for the financial year 25/26, having been certified by the Responsible Financial Officer (Becx Carter) prior to the meeting and that they be signed by the Chair as such. 

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council approve the Y/E Accounts for 31st March 2026, the statement of variances, and year end bank reconciliation

Action: Clerk to file the AGAR and update the website

Thanks were noted to the Clerk for all her work on the finances. 

69/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

9th June 2026- NC & PC apologies 
14th July 2026
8th Sept 2026
13th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:30

Cllr N Cockburn informed all after the meeting closed that she had attended a meeting where she lobbied a senior UU official regarding Sewage Discharge and the lack of data availability (with the monitoring data for the Cockermouth Area). This monitoring has now been restored. 
Action: Clerk to agenda Biodiversity workbook for the June 2026 meeting and a section of the Parish Plan for renewal. 
