Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 15th April 2025 at 18:00

Present: Mary Bradley (in the Chair), Russ Cockburn, Steven Hannah, Sue Hannah, Bill Smith, Becx Carter, Mrs A Chatten & Mr P Chatten (co-opted at item 62/25), Cumberland Cllr M Harris.
Apologies: Nigel Clubley (personal commitments), Nicky Cockburn (council commitments)
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
Cllr M Bradley took the role of chair in Cllr N Clubley’s absence.
56/25 Apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies:
Resolved by all present that the apologies listed above be noted as received.  
57/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
58/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
59/25 Minutes of the meetings held on the 11th March 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 11th March 2025 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair.

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
60/25 Chairman’s Announcements
None
61/25 Public Participation 
A member of the public raised concerns about the poor quality of white lines/give way markings in the Parish in particular on Harris Brow/Main Street etc.

Action: Clerk to put a request for white lining renewal on HIMS. 

A member of the public raised a question about if a suggestion box could be sited in the Village Shop for Parish Council questions to be raised.

Action: Cllr M Bradley to speak to the Village Shop about this. 
62/25 To receive and consider applications for co-option (3 Vacancies)
Resolved by all present that Mrs A Chatten & Mr P Chatten be co-opted on to Broughton Parish Council with immediate effect. (Proposed by Cllr Sue Hannah, Seconded by Steve Hannah)

Mrs A Chatten & Mr P Chatten signed their declaration of acceptance of office forms which were witnessed by the Clerk.

Action: Clerk to update the website with the co-option of Mrs A Chatten & Mr P Chatten.
Action: Clerk to file the DPI forms for the new councillors with Cumberland Council once received. 

63/25 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
Cumberland Councillor Martin Harris had provided a written report via email this was noted as received.
· It was noted that pressure needs to be kept on to ensure that the A66 roundabout is in the new Cumbria Economic Strategy. Cumberland Cllr M Harris noted that he has discussed this with MP M Campbell Savours who has confirmed his ongoing support
· It was noted that the campervan/caravan on the A66 junction is still there. Cumberland Cllr M Harris confirmed he will raise concerns about this again. 
· Cumberland Cllr M Harris to continue to pursue signage damage/replacements required in the Parish (Harris Brow name sign, and missing 30mph signs). Concerns were also noted that there has recently been some road closures in the Parish but the diversion signs were erroneous and diverted traffic into an other road closure.
64/25 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Electric Vehicle Charging Points
Cllr N Clubley had provided an update via email; if groundwork required the cost is £4-£6k each hence.

If wall mounted ones can be installed, then the cost could be as little as £2k each. However locations need to be identified and these may require consenting etc.
Resolved by all present that this matter be deferred until the next meeting for further discussion. 
Action: All councillors to look for possible sites.
Action: Clerk to raise a query with Cllr N Clubley about if the possible prices include electrical supply connection.
Action: Cllr Sue Hannah to speak to the school about if they have considered the installation of an electric vehicle charge point. 
65/25 Parish Plan
i. To consider and review actions/next steps on the Community section of the Broughton Parish Plan 
	Number
	Action
	Joint Organisation 
& Partners
	Update

	C1
	Feedback suggestion for more activities to Village Hall Committee
	VHC
	VH calendar very busy.

	C2
	Improved representation from PC on Village Hall Committee or vica versa
	VHC
	MB provides a linkage with the VH

	C3
	PC to seek appropriate funding streams to allow playpark upgrade/refurbishment
	PC/Funding Streams
	Done

	C4
	Create plan for revamp of play park (underway) and deliver improvements (underway), including consideration for picnic benches
	PC
	Done

	C5
	Pull together a plan for how to best use the telephone box for the good of the village
	PC
	This has been removed

	C6
	PC to carry out review of provision and maintenance of seating/benches in communal areas
	PC
	Action: Cllr M Bradley to reinvigorate the idea of adopt a bench

	C7
	Improved representation from PC on Carnival Committee or vica versa
	PC/Carnival Committee
	MB provides a linkage with the carnival committee.

	C8
	PC to work with Allotment holders and their representatives
	PC
	Ongoing

	C9
	PC to work with others to look at potential for promoting more imaginative use of Footpaths and Bridleways
	PC
	The book written by Ray Dobie has been very well received. 

	C10
	PC to pursue Heritage Lottery Grant to enable memories/memorabilia to be captured
	PC
	N/A delayed pending outcome of Derwent Forest legal matters

	C11
	To promote the role and value of being a Parish Councillor
	PC
	Two new councillors co-opted at this meeting

	C12
	To canvass volunteers for a Village Action Group and then actively support formation of group
	PC
	Some people do volunteer activities locally.

Once the benches have been concluded this could be looked at again.


It was noted that funding has been applied for, for a Big Lunch in the Parish in early June 2025. 
66/25 Play-area
i. Play area inspection process

The Clerk confirmed that she is waiting for a response from the Parish Council insurers regarding the regular inspection requirements. 

It was noted that one of the new seats on the playarea has become damaged. This has been raised with Kompan who are organising for a replacement to be provided and fitted under warranty.

It was suggested that ‘no dogs allowed’ signage be installed. 

Action: Clerk to look into the costs of such signage

The public waste bin within the playarea needs to be replaced/repaired as it can now blow over in strong winds as it is no longer fixed to the concrete platform that it used to be attached to. 

Action: Clerk to ask Cumberland Council to replace this litter bin with either another ground mounted one, or two fence mounted ones. 

It was noted that Tivoli didn’t mow the playarea this time (at the same time as the Welfare field).

Action: Clerk to chase this up with Tivoli to enusre the contractors are aware of the areas that need to be cut. 

ii. Stop the Ball Net

Cllr Steve Hannah had observed during a recent inspection of the playarea that a section of this is damaged. A quote has been obtained from the company that fitted the fence to repair the three panels at £1615.68.

Resolved by all present that Maryport Ground works be authorised to complete the repair as per the quote.

Action: Clerk to organise this.

It was noted that there has been a request to reinstate the picnic bench and parish noticeboard at/near the Playarea.

Action: Clerk to obtain some quotes for a replacement picnic bench and noticeboards for the May the agenda. 
67/25 Allotments
Cllr M Bradley noted that we need to continue to monitor the Scouts plot. 
Action: Cllr M Bradley & Cllr B Smith to undertake a walk around and report matters to the Clerk. 
Cllr Steve Hannah noted that he has reported issues of sewage in the beck/water course alongside the allotments. This has been reported to the relevant authorities, and they have attended and cleared the waste, but it is not clear if the source has been investigated. 
Action: Cllr Steve Hannah to continue to monitor this. 
It was noted that all birds are under a legal mandatory housing order and all allotment holders have been informed of this legal requirement. It was noted that if any breaches are found by Defra, allotment holders would be personally responsible. 
68/25 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
Cllr N Clubley noted that no response has been received from MP Markus Campbell Savours to correspondence sent to him regarding this issue. This was noted as concerning but it appears that he has discussed the subject with Cumberland Councillor M Harris. 

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters
None
69/25 Correspondence 
None
70/25 Planning Applications
Ref: VAR/2025/0012
Location: Plot 15, Derwent Forest, Great Broughton
Proposal: Variation on approved planning application VAR/2021/0028 for plot 15 to amend design 

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: HOU/2025/0078
Location: Scott Hill House, 63 Main Street, Great Broughton
Proposal: Single storey extension to domestic storage building at rear and convert to ancillary domestic use with main dwelling, glazed link roof etc

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Ref: LBC/2025/0011
Location: Scott Hill House, 63 Main Street, Great Broughton
Proposal: Listed building consent for single storey extension to domestic storage building at rear and convert to ancillary domestic use with main dwelling, glazed link roof between dwelling/outbuilding, solar PV to roof, reinstatement of detached wc/greenhouse on boundary wall, section of boundary wall raised at patio with aluminium 2.5m high on patio

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal.

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
71/25 Planning Decisions
None
72/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (April)
	£507.75
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£133.60
	Ratify

	Derwent Owners 
	Subscription
	£50
	Approve

	Cumbria Payroll Services
	Payroll Fees for 25/26
	£277.20
	Approve

	CALC
	Subscription
	£386.75
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against budget report

Resolved by all present that these reports be approved as a true and accurate record.

iii. To receive and approve the Y/E Accounts for 31st March 2025

The Clerk explained that there had been an issue with the payment of the 25/26 precept from Cumberland Council to Parish Councils (all in Cumberland). Resulting in the payments being made in the 24/25 financial year. Despite the best efforts of the Clerk and CALC to resolve this, the remittance wasn’t cancelled fast enough by Cumberland Council. This resulted in both a deposit and a withdrawal from Broughton Parish Council bank account of the precept amount for the 25/26 financial year on the 31st March 2025. 

CALC has received advice from Moore (the external auditors for Cumbrian Councils) and they have confirmed it is up to individuals councils to decide if to record these in the accounts or if they are treated as an error transaction. The implications of recording them in the accounts are that it would move Broughton Parish Council (and other councils in Cumbria) up into a higher price audit bracket.

Resolved by the majority that Broughton Parish Council treat this as an error by Cumberland Council in paying the precept early and that it not be recorded in the accounts as per advice receive from Moore Ltd. One councillor objected to this. 

Resolved based upon the above resolution that the Y/E accounts for 31st March 2025 as circulated by the Clerk be approved.
73/25 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

20th May 2025 AGM & APM
17th June 2025
15th July 2025
16th September 2025
14th October 2025
18th November 2025
13th January 2026

Meeting closed 19:21

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
