Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 18:00

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Steve Hannah, Paul Chatten, Russ Cockburn, Mary Bradley, Sue Hannah, Annette Chatten, 

Apologies: Bill Smith (Personal Commitments), Cumberland Cllr M Harris, Nicky Cockburn (Illness),
With 7 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
01/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies:
Resolved by all present that the apologies listed above be noted as received.  
02/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
03/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
04/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 18th  November 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 18th November 2025 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
05/26 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chair thanked Cllr P Chatten for all his work on the community emergency plan.
06/26 Public Participation 
None

07/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
Cumberland Councillor Martin Harris had provided a written report via email this was noted as received.
It was noted that the recent drainage repairs undertaken by Cumberland Council on Coldgill Avenue has caused significant damage to the historic horse trough that has been there since at least the 1800’s. Concerns about this have been raised with Cumberland Council by Cllr’s Chatten but no response has been received. 
Concerns were also raised about the fact that the contractors apparently had to put diesel in the back of the lorry because they had, had tarmac in it. This was then spilled/released on to the lane and was then washed into the river by the weather which is very disappointing. 
Action: Clerk to follow up with Cllr M Harris.
08/26 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Dog Fouling
No update received. Still awaiting Cumberland Council to install stencils in the designated locations, initial request submitted in July 2025. 
Action: Cllr Sue Hannah & Cllr N Clubley to follow up on this. 
ii. Soddy Gap Community Asset Registration
It was noted that as of the 23rd December 2025 Cumberland Council confirmed the decision to list Soddy Gap as an Asset of Community Value (ACV) under Part 5, Chapter 3 of the Localism Act 2011.
The listing will be recorded as a local land charge and with the land registry for a period of five years. 
The asset owner is required to notify the Council of any intention to dispose of the asset. Such notification would then trigger a six-week interim moratorium period, during which the eligible community groups may submit an intention to bid. If an intention to bid is received, a full six-month moratorium period would apply to allow a community group time to prepare a bid.
It was noted that there is no obligation on the owner to sell to a community group, and any eventual sale would take place on the open market. 
Failure to comply with the statutory requirements of the ACV process would render any sale void.  
Thanks were noted to the Clerk and Cllr N Cockburn for their work on this. 
It was noted that there is some damage on a stretch of the footpath on this site where it has been badly chewed up by some form of machinery.
Action: Clerk to report this to Cumberland Council once photos have been received. 
iii. Derwent Forest Update
Action: Clerk to defer to the February 2026 meeting and ask Cllr M Harris for an update on which officer has this in their portfolio
iv. EV Charge Points
Cllr N Clubley updated that he has spoken to the Village Hall about the possibility of a charge point adjacent to/behind the village hall and discussions are ongoing. Broughton Parish Council are not seeking an agreement from the Village Hall at this stage, but more an ‘in principle’ support.  
All were encouraged to nominate any other areas that could possibly host an EV charger if anyone is aware of any locations. 
A suggestion was made that the small area of Welfare Field that is owned by Home Group by the post box might be a better location, however historically Home Group have had a moratorium on selling any land. 
Action: Clerk to share information with Cllr N Clubley on previous discussions regarding this site.
Action: Cllr N Clubley to follow up with Home Group. 
Action: Cllr N Clubley to check on the power demand required for on street charge points. 
v. Village Hall representation
It was noted that under the Village Hall constitution as it currently stands there is a seat on the committee reserved for a member of the Parish Council.
Resolved by all present that Cllr M Bradley be appointed to the Village Hall Committee into this Parish Council seat. 
09/26 Community Resilience/Emergency Plan
Cllr N Clubley reiterated his thanks to Cllr P Chatten for all his work on this document and its appendices. 
Action: Cllr N Clubley to circulate the appendices to all councillors for consideration.
It was confirmed that both the Village Hall and Christchurch have agreed to be named as an emergency assistance centre if it were to be required. 
Cllr P Chatten took councillors through some outstanding issues that need resolved. 
Resolved by all present that all councillors be listed as volunteers as part of this document.
The Clerk confirmed that it is not appropriate for a Parish Council to hold a list of vulnerable persons due to GDPR. The Clerk provided a form of words that could be included in the Parish Emergency Plan to express this. 
Action: Clerk to agenda this for consideration for the Feb 2026 meeting
10/26 Play-area
I. General Play area Matters
· Cllr Steve Hannah noted that there are couple of small issues that he is awaiting clarity from Kompa on.
· In terms of the stop the ball netting, Cllr Steve Hannah has identified that stronger fencing (a rebound fence) may be required to protect against the damage reoccurring. This could be installed in front of the existing fencing and behind the goal (it would require new fence posts). 
Action: Cllr Steve Hannah to look at obtaining quotes for additional fencing behind the goal with a view to a funding application being submitted to the Lakes to Sea Panel. 
Action: Cllr Mary Bradley to provide support on a submission 
11/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
· It was noted that the skip and associated works are planned for in February 2026. 
ii. Concerns relating to condition of Nook Allotments Track
The Clerk noted once again that concerns have been raised regarding the condition of the track on Nook Allotments.
It was reiterated by the Council that this is not a road, and it is a track and the Parish Council aren’t able to maintain this track, but there is a pile of chipping on the turning circle that can be used to fill potholes if allotments holders wish to fill the holes.
12/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
Cllr N Clubley noted that there is no further update from MP Campbell Savours in July 2025. 

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters

All on HIMS. 

Cllr Sue Hannah reported that the old Victorian fingerpost on the corner of Moor Road/West End has now been restored with the correct style old fingers. Councillors noted thanks to Cumberland Council for this. 

iii. Village Hall Noticeboard

Cllr M Bradley updated that a decision is awaited from the Village Hall Committee. 

iv. To receive an update on the Parish Lengthsman Scheme

Cllr M Bradley noted that CALC have been doing significant work on this and are also frustrated with the Cumberland Council delays to this project. 
12/26 Correspondence 
i. Cumberland Council- Call for Sites (Local Plan) 

This consultation is now closed. 

ii. Cumberland Council Community Governance Review

It was noted that this is now on hold due to agenda item 12/26(iii)

iii. Boundary Commission Review

Resolved by all present that they strongly oppose the proposals put forward by the Local Government Boundary Commission for England’s Further Draft Recommendations for Cumberland Council (published 2nd Dec 2025) in so far as they relate to Rural Central Cumberland and the proposed warding arrangements affecting the Derwent Forest/Broughton Arms Dump site.

The council noted that Great & Little Broughton together form Broughton Parish, a long established mixed community with a strong and distinct identify shaped by its industrial heritage, shared facilities and future regeneration opportunities. Members highlighted that the River Derwent and the A66 already act as clear, natural boundries between communications and should be respected in warding arrangements. 

The council further noted the strong and ongoing social, historic & functional links between Broughton, Broughton Moor & Neighbouring Parishes including:
· Well used bridleways and footways connecting communities
· The historic Broughton allotments with tenants drawn from across surrounding parishes
· Close working relationships between local primary schools, supporting long term community cohesion
· A shared industrial past that continues to influence community identity and land use today. 

The reasons for objection are:

· The proposals if approved would result in the Derwent Forest site being divided between wards despite the site functioning as a single, cohesive place with shared access infrastructure & planning context
· Derwent Forest is one of the most significant brownfield regeneration sites in West Cumbria with redevelopment expected to come forward over a 10-15 year period, and therefore requires coherent long term governance.
· The site has been consistently recognised in spatial planning policy (including former Allerdale Local Plan policy context) as requiring comprehensive, coordinated redevelopment;
· Approved and future residential development within Derwent Forest will align functionally and socially with Great Broughton as the primary service village for facilities, community life & parish engagement.
· Splitting the site across wards would fragment long-term governance, planning oversight, and democratic representation for a development expected to come forward over a 10–15 year period;
· There is no electoral equality requirement necessitating the division of the site
The Council further noted that:
· Broughton Parish Council has already submitted a request (more than once) for a Community Governance Review under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, seeking to bring the approved 72 dwellings and potentially additional parts of Derwent Forest into Broughton Parish;
The Council concluded that the proposed division of Derwent Forest is inconsistent with the statutory criteria set out in Schedule 2 of the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009, particularly in relation to reflecting community identity lived experience and historic ties and providing for effective and convenient local government over the lifetime of a major regeneration project. 
Action: Clerk to submit these comments once feedback has been received from councillors.
iv. Christchurch request for Support

The Clerk noted that correspondence had been received from the Church regarding the cost of maintaining/repairing the church building (in particular current works to the building to prevent water ingress), the total cost currently standing at in excess of £15,000. 

It was noted that the Parish Council can’t donate to the upkeep of a consecrated building, the only way of providing finance to a church that the Clerk is aware of is to support with costs relating to the maintenance of the Graveyard (under S.214 of the Local Government Act 1972).

The Clerk noted that she has submitted an enquiry to NALC to check if there are any other ways that the Parish Council could consider donating toward the maintenance of the church. 

Action: Clerk to agenda for the Feb 2026 meeting.
13/26 Planning Applications
None 
14/26 Planning Decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received:

	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	HOU/2025/0160
	Looking Stead, Craggs Road, 
	Rear Single Storey Extension and raising of existing gable to create useable attic space, including alterations & installations of new windows
	Approved with conditions 

	HOU/2025/0149
	67 Main Street, Great Broughton
	Attached carport and first floor flat roof extension to rear with internal alterations to dwelling
	Approved with conditions



15/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Dec)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (Dec)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Jan)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (Jan)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Sue & Steve Hannah 
	Christmas Tree Expenses
	£44.93
	Approve

	Christ Church Great Broughton
	Room hire for 2025
	£157.50
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against budget report

Resolved by all present that these reports be approved as a true and accurate record.

iii. To review the draft budget for 26/27 as circulated with the meeting papers.

Resolved by all present that the precept be set at £37,023.58 for the 26/27 financial year, which equates to an increase of circa £3.80 per annum on the average Band D property. This would allow the Parish Council to move forward with capital projects in the parish. 

Action: Clerk to file the precept demand
16/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

10th Feb 2026- PC & AC Apologies 
10th March 2026	
14th April 2026 (to avoid Easter Holidays)
12th May 2026 AGM & APM
9th June 2026
14th July 2026
8th Sept 2026
13th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:30

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
Action: Clerk to look at Grass Cutting Contract for Feb 2026. 
