Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 13th Oct 2026 at 18:00

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Nicky Cockburn, Bill Smith, Paul Chatten, Annette Chatten, Russ Cockburn, Mary Bradley, Sue Hannah, Steve Hannah, Martin Harris, Becx Carter (Clerk), 

Apologies: None
With 9 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
116/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted as received from those named above
117/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
118/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
119/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 8th Sept 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 8th Sept 2026 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. (Nicky proposed, Annette seconded all in favour)

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
120/26 Chairman’s Announcements
-Cllr N Clubley updated all that he had attended the CALC AGM and has circulated some notes to all regarding this. Thanks were noted by Cllr N Clubley to Mary (Chair of CALC) & the CALC team for this event. 
121/26 Public Participation 
None
122/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
A written report was noted as received from Cumberland Cllr M Harris, this was circulated to all. Cumberland Cllr M Harris spoke to this report and answered any questions raised by councillors.
123/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
· It was noted that two plots are going to need to be subdivided:
-Coldgill Plot 15- Potentially 3 plots
-Coldgill Plot 8- Potentially 2 plots
These will need to be fenced out with post and wire. 
· Cllr M Bradley noted that she was still working to get plot 26a cleared.
Thanks were noted to the allotment holders/volunteers who have been helping to try and clear this plot
ii. To receive an update on allotment invoice payments
The Clerk confirmed that all bar 3 invoices were paid by the end of September 2026 deadline. The three that haven’t paid have been in contact and the Clerk is aware of the issues/when the invoice will be cleared. 
iii. Disabled access to Coldgill Site
Cllr Steve Hannah & Cllr M Bradley laid out a proposal to install a new disabled (pedestrian only) access route of PennyBridge lane to the bottom of Coldgill site to allow the disabled plot holder access, however the user is not sure this will be sufficient.
Cllr M Bradley will continue working on this. 
Action: Clerk to defer this to a future meeting. 
124/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham A66 Roundabout
An update was received regarding the work being undertaken by Markus Campbell-Savours MP in support of the campaign for a roundabout at the A66 Broughton/Brigham junction.
It was reported that the MP had carried out visits on the Brigham side of the junction and that the petition had received more than 500 signatures online, together with several hundred paper signatures. Around 100 campaign posters had also been produced and displayed throughout the villages and in Cockermouth, with further doorstep signature collection planned.
The MP’s office had prepared a briefing document detailing recorded accidents at the junction over the past 25 years, using data from CrashMap.co.uk. They were also seeking specific examples of near misses and personal experiences to help demonstrate the ongoing safety concerns.
All were asked to identify any case studies involving families who had lost a loved one or where someone had been seriously injured at the junction. Relevant information could be provided to tara.booth@parliament.uk.
The petition can be found at (https://us2.list-manage.com/survey?u=8372a883dfb18e16e59603d5c&id=af0c21e576) 
It was noted that during the recent works at Dovenby the queues to turn right into Broughton are often filling both the right turn reservation for Broughton, but also the Brigham turning refuge and onwards. This is a) illegal, but b) a safety hazard. This is also causing traffic to back up on to Harris Brow from Broughton junction. 
Action: Councillors to take videos/images of the back up in the central refuge to demonstrate these issues to the MP & National Highways. 
ii. Cumberland Council Highways issues

· It was noted that there is an ongoing issue with a streetlight in the Parish, the asset is clearly labelled as an Allerdale asset (therefore Cumberland) but Cumberland Council are refusing responsibility. This is being pursued by Cllr N Clubley & Cumberland Cllr M Harris
· Concerns were raised about vehicles using the A66/A594 roundabout and vehicles not having space to condense from two lanes to one lane, the run offs aren’t long enough. 

iii. Millennium Gardens

A site meeting is taking place on the 16th October 2026, Cllrs Sue Hannah & Cllr N Clubley are attending this. 

Action: Clerk to agenda for November 2026 meeting after the site visit. 

iv. Welfare Field
It was noted that Home Group have siting some welfare units and a compound on the edge of the Welfare Field Car Park/grass whilst they do work on their estate locally. As a community benefit of this they will repair the area that has been damaged by the creation of the informal BMX track, prior to the installation of the Ninja Trail early in 2027.
The contractor for Home Group (Sure Serve) also offer community benefits for the inconvenience of works so items can be suggested e.g.:
-Replacement defibs (4 are needed)
-Benches
Action: Clerk to agenda this for a future meeting for consideration. 
Concerns were raised about the lack of mowing of the play area during the winter (it is understood that the Welfare Field won’t be done during the winter season but the play area needs to be done year round).
There were also concerns about the lack of bin emptying of the bin in the playground, which is emptied by the mowers and with the grass not being mowed the bin is not emptied.
Action: Cllr M Harris to raise these concerns with officers
Action: Clerk to raise these issues with Cumberland Council as well
v. Speed Limits in the Parish
A detailed response was received from Cumberland Council Highways following the Parish Council’s submission of requested speed limit changes and associated highway safety measures across Great and Little Broughton.
The Parish Council had submitted the requests following discussion at recent meetings, understanding that a wider speed limit review was due to take place but, following correspondence received through the HIMS system, wished to ensure that its priorities were formally recorded and considered.
Cumberland Council Highways responded to the individual requests as follows:
· Moor Road (C2007) – Great Broughton towards Broughton Moor
The Parish Council had requested that the National Speed Limit be moved further away from Great Broughton, ideally with the whole section between Great Broughton and Broughton Moor reduced to 30mph, or as a minimum that the 30mph restriction extend beyond the North Ridge junction.

Highways advised that there was no scope to move the existing 30mph terminal signs further away from Great Broughton, stating that they were already positioned a considerable distance from the built-up area because of the bend in the road and the need to provide sufficient forward visibility for approaching traffic.

Highways also advised that a 30mph restriction between Great Broughton and Broughton Moor, or extending the existing 30mph restriction beyond North Ridge, would not be supported. The road was described as rural and largely unpopulated, with average speeds in excess of 40mph and 85th percentile speeds of approximately 50mph. Highways considered that imposing a 30mph limit in those circumstances would result in poor compliance and could undermine respect for the 30mph limits within the built-up areas of Great Broughton and Broughton Moor.

In relation to the recently completed North Ridge development, Highways advised that highway arrangements would have been considered through the planning process, including junction access, visibility splays and prevailing traffic speeds. It was also noted that the development had provided highway lighting around the junction and reinstated the footway towards Great Broughton, which Highways considered improved pedestrian safety and the visibility of the development.

Highways further clarified that although the road remains subject to the National Speed Limit, with a maximum of 60mph for cars, this does not mean that 60mph is necessarily an appropriate driving speed. Drivers remain responsible for selecting a safe speed according to road and prevailing conditions.

Highways did, however, advise that there may be scope to consider a 40mph restriction between Great Broughton and Broughton Moor. This had been considered previously and would require further assessment and prioritisation against other proposed speed limit changes. The officer confirmed that this would be discussed further with Matthew Reeves.
· Coldgill Avenue (U2174):

The Parish Council requested that the 30mph restriction be extended as far as Pennybridge and beyond the entrance to Coldgill Allotments, together with introduction of a 20mph restriction from the previous location of the 30mph signs on the approach to the village.

Highways advised that there was no scope to extend the 30mph restriction beyond its current position, which was considered to correspond approximately with the natural beginning of the village. Extending the restriction towards Pennybridge Farm and beyond the allotments was considered unlikely to achieve a meaningful benefit and would require additional signage which could be difficult to accommodate. Highways noted that both routes were single-track roads, carried no through traffic and effectively led nowhere beyond their local destinations.
Highways did, however, confirm that it proposed extending the existing 20mph restriction to the current location of the 30mph terminal signs.
· West End/Camerton Road (C2016):

The Parish Council requested consideration of a 20mph restriction, with the 30mph restriction moved further towards Camerton.

Highways advised that it did not propose introducing a 20mph restriction on Camerton Road. It explained that the original purpose of the 20mph restriction on Main Street was to target the constrained section of road where conflict between road users was considered more likely and where vehicle speeds may previously have been higher than appropriate. Highways expressed concern that extending 20mph restrictions over a wider area could reduce the prominence and impact of the restriction in the locations where it was considered most necessary.

Highways did, however, indicate that it may investigate relocating the existing 30mph terminal signs. Their current position on the bend means that they can be easily missed and are frequently damaged. Moving them closer to the built-up area could improve visibility and reinforce the importance of the restriction where it is most relevant, although Highways acknowledged that such a change may not be positively received by all residents.
· Little Broughton (U2170):

The Parish Council requested a 20mph restriction from Rose Farm, with the 30mph restriction moved further out towards the far side of the Glenn Cottage/Rose Cottage/Soddy Gap junction.
Highways advised that there was no scope to introduce a lower speed limit approaching Little Broughton from the Glenn Cottage/Rose Cottage area, as this section of road is rural and experiences average speeds approaching 40mph.

Highways did, however, acknowledge that speeds from Rose Farm into Little Broughton were at a level where a 20mph restriction might operate successfully. It noted that introducing such a restriction would also require adjoining residential roads to become 20mph, resulting in a significant amount of signage, additional cost, ongoing maintenance and visual clutter. Highways considered that the likely reduction in traffic speeds could be limited because existing speeds were already relatively moderate.

As with Camerton Road, concern was expressed that creating a more extensive or blanket 20mph area could reduce the prominence of the existing 20mph restriction in locations where it was considered most critical. The officer confirmed that this matter would also be discussed with Matthew Reeves.
· Broughton High Bridge/Harris Brow – C2007/C2016 junction:

The Parish Council requested that a 30mph restriction commence on the A66 side of Broughton High Bridge and that the 20mph restriction be moved to the bridge side of the crossroads at the bottom of Harris Brow.

Highways advised that there was no scope to extend the 30mph restriction beyond the bridge, stating that this section is rural and that vehicle speeds are already moderated by the physical characteristics of the bridge.

Highways also advised that it did not support extending the 20mph restriction further along Harris Brow. It considered that the initial section lacked the visual characteristics which would support a 20mph restriction. At the point where the built-up area begins, there was said to be insufficient space to accommodate the necessary terminal signage. Highways therefore recommended retaining the existing 20mph restriction in its current position, before the more constrained section of Main Street.
· Papcastle Road (C2016)
The Parish Council requested a 20mph restriction at the Papcastle Road junction, with a 30mph restriction extending along Papcastle Road beyond the Rugby Ground.
Highways advised that, if the existing 30mph terminal signs on Harris Brow remained in their current position, it would not recommend changes to the speed limits on Papcastle Road, as this would result in a significant amount of additional terminal signage.

The road was described as rural, with the Rugby Club being the main roadside feature. Highways reported average speeds of approximately 20–25mph and 85th percentile speeds of around 30mph, which it considered reasonable.
· Main Street – vicinity of the Village Shop/Brewery House:
The Parish Council requested consideration of traffic-calming measures, including the possible installation of speed humps.

Highways advised that this would need to be considered as a separate exercise from the speed limit review. Current average speeds were reported to be approximately 20mph, and Highways advised that this data alone would not provide justification for a traffic-calming scheme. It also stated that speed humps were not considered appropriate because of the likely noise and vibration impacts.
The Parish Council had emphasised that the 20mph areas were of particular importance and acknowledged that a minimum length of 30mph restriction may be required as a transition or “buffer” before entering a 20mph area. The Parish Council had therefore requested that the proposed 20mph restrictions be introduced wherever possible and that the longest practical 30mph transition areas be provided.
Cumberland Council Highways advised that, whilst it understood the importance placed on 20mph restrictions by the Parish Council, each proposal must be carefully assessed and prioritised against other requests, including measures which may have a greater immediate impact on highway safety. Highways also advised that it could not introduce artificially extended 30mph “buffer” zones simply in order to facilitate the introduction of 20mph limits.
In subsequent correspondence, Cumberland Council Highways was also asked about the level of compliance indicated by existing speed data. The officer advised that the figures appeared to represent a good level of compliance, although the 85th percentile speeds would need to be examined to understand the extent and frequency by which a particular speed limit was being exceeded before reaching a firm conclusion.
The officer further clarified that the level of compliance alone did not necessarily determine whether an alternative speed limit was required or justified. Highways stated that, where a speed limit is routinely exceeded, this can indicate that the speed limit has been set too low for the character and prevailing conditions of the road.
Points from Broughton Parish Council to go back to Cumberland
1. It is understood that the North Ridge visibility splay is not legal for a 60mph road. If this is the case then the speed limit must be reduced. 
Action: Clerk to request evidence of legal compliance of the North Ridge Junction from Cumberland Council 
2. There are no street lights from the pump house to South Terrace, this is therefore a 30mph zone with no lighting. 
3. There needs to be traffic calming installed at Stampers Farm to prevent vehicles speeding into Little Broughton.
4. The black and white poles on the grass verge outside The Hollies still need to be replaced. They were removed by Cumbria County Council many years ago and left lieing on the verge, multiple requests have been made to have these reinstated. These were a visual warning of the coming road conditions. 
Action: Clerk to raise these concerns with Cumberland. 
Nicky & Russ Cockburn left the meeting 19:00
Action: Issues to do with rural speeding/speeding enforcement to be raised with David Allen PFCC to request appropriate police support. 
vi. Parking concerns in the area of The Green
Concerns have been raised by a local resident regarding cars parking on the pavement on The Green at the top end of the road next to the junction with Little Broughton Main Street. It was noted that there are often 2 or 3 vehicles parked wholly or partially on the pavement, resulting in walkers/buggies/wheelchairs having to walk on the road.
Action: Clerk to report this to Cumberland Council for consideration of traffic. 
125/26 Derwent Forest/Broughton Arms Dump
The Clerk updated that no response has been received from Paul Green of Cumberland Council on the actions attributed to him at the July 2026 meeting. This has been followed up four times now.
It was noted that Cllr M Bradley & Cllr N Cockburn will be attending meetings of the neighbouring parishes over the coming months. 
126/26 Planning Applications
Ref: 		LBC/2026/0034
Location: 	Pennybridge Barn, Access to to Oldbridge
Proposal: 	Listed building consent for replacement doors, installation of multifuel burner etc

Resolved by all present that the Council have no comments or objections. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Ref:		HOU/2026/0126
Location: 	Barn at East Elms Farm
Proposal: 	Conversion of redundant barn into a residential annex to the existing farmhouse, including PV Solar Roof Mounted System 

Resolved by all present that the Council have no comments of objections

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Ref: 		HOU/2026/0102
Location: 	Old Bridge House, Great Broughton
Proposal:	Removal of C20 gabled porch, removal of C20 glazed lean to and its replacement with a new single storey lean to and formation of garden doors to the rear

Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections. 

Action: Clerk to submit these comments

Other Planning Matters

i. Cumberland Local Plan Scoping Consultation

This can be found https://consult.cumberland.gov.uk/scoping-consultation-for-the-cumberland-local-plan if anyone would like to submit a response individually.

Resolved by all present that the Clerk respond to the scoping consultation based on the matters discussed/considered at Council meetings over the last 2 years, with a key focus on:

· Derwent Forest Site needing its own specific local plan.
· Infill development on brownfield first
· No extension of Parish Boundaries
· Need for responses to be separated into local community/developer etc

Action: Clerk to take this forward.

ii. Cumberland Local Plan Site Allocations

The Call for sites is open until the 30th October 2026.

Resolved by all present that the following sites be nominated on behalf of Broughton Parish Council

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]-Soddy Gap-Green Space
-Both Allotment sites – As allotments
-Welfare Field- As a green space
-Derwent Forest-Green Space
-Cricket Pitch- Amenity
-Rugby Pitch- Amenity 
-Bulling Meadow-Green Space
127/26 Planning Decisions
None
128/26 Correspondence
None 
129/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Nov)
	£398.11
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (Nov)
	£328.03
	Approve

	Jackson Hetherington
	Grass Cutting Final
	£320
	Ratify

	Peter Hodgson
	Drainage chamber works on playing 
	£408
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record.

130/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:38


