Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 18:00

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Steve Hannah, Sue Hannah, Bill Smith, Nicky Cockburn, Cumberland Cllr M Harris

Apologies: Paul Chatten (Personal commitments), Russ Cockburn (Work commitments), Annette Chatten (Personal commitments), Mary Bradley (Personal commitments)
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
34/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted as received from those named above
35/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
36/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
37/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 10th March 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 10th March 2026 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
38/26 Chairman’s Announcements
No announcements
39/26 Public Participation 
None

40/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
Cumberland Councillor Martin Harris had provided a written report via email which was circulated to all councillors; This was noted as received.
· It was noted that Broughton Parish Council have already submitted some site suggestions to EV Charge programmes but it is unclear what the next steps will be.
· Allerdale Speed Limits review; The request for the whole of Great & Little Broughton to be a 20mph with appropriate lead in area has been passed by Cumberland Cllr M Harris on to the relevant team. The Clerk noted that there has been no formal notification of this consultation at this stage. 
Action: Cllr M Harris to follow up with Cumberland Highways as to why there has been no formal notification to Parish Councils about this consultation. 
· It was noted that there was an administrative error in the papers for the Lakes to Sea Community Panel which meant that Broughton Parish Council’s grant application wasn’t able to be determined at the meeting in late March and a special meeting is being called to review this application later on in April.
· Cllr M Harris & Steve Hannah have met on site to discuss a number of speed signage issues in the village (Coldgill Avenue & Camerton Road). These have been raised with HIMS and an outcome is awaited. 
41/26 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Dog Fouling
Cllr S Hannah noted no progress at this stage a good weather window is awaited to allow the stencils to be painted. 
ii. Derwent Forest Update
The Clerk confirmed she has now received confirmation from Cumberland Council about the officer & portfolio holder responsible for the site.
Action: Clerk to seek an update on the site from all relevant personnel. 
iii. EV Charge Points
Cllr N Clubley noted that the process of how sites will be selected and by whom appears to be lacking in detail. It is understood that the Community Panels were going to be involved in selecting the site but again it is not clear how this will be working. 
Action: Cllr M Harris to seek clarification from the relevant parties regarding how sites will be identified, who will be responsible for final decisions, and the extent of community involvement. Cllr Harris will also raise queries regarding the availability of electricity capacity in rural areas to support the addition of such sites to existing networks.
iv. Community Resilience Pilot
No update was received as Cllr P Chatten was not present at the meeting, this will be deferred until the May 2026 meeting. 
42/26 Community Resilience/Emergency Plan
Resolved by all present that this be adopted at this stage. It can always be added to at a future date. 
Action: Clerk to upload this to the website excluding appendix 1 & 3 (which include personal data)
Once this is on the website it can be circulated wider to local groups.
Action: Clerk to establish how to make emergency services aware of the adopted plan.
43/26 Play-area
i. To take any decisions relating to matters pertaining to the Play area

It was noted by Cllr Sue Hannah that the grass once again doesn’t appear to be being cut. Cllr Sue Hannah has raised this with her contact at the council. 

Action: Clerk to speak to Tivoli/Cumberland about the Grass Cutting in the playarea. 

ii. Playground Bins

It was noted that the bins have been emptied. 

iii. To note receipt of the Annual Independent Play area Inspection

All present noted the receipt of the independent play area inspection which classified the site as a low risk. It was noted with some confusion that the independent inspection doesn’t look at anything above 2.4m.

It was noted that a spring has broken on one of the gates again.

Action: Clerk to send over the information on replacement springs to Cllr Steve Hannah.

Action: Clerk to ask Cumberland Council if there is an alternative option for inspection that would actually inspect the whole playarea. 

Thanks were noted to Steve for all his work on this. 

iv. Ninja Trail
This is a new set of outdoor equipment for kids & adults, that is being promoted by a local promoter who is doing the work on behalf of councils to obtain Lottery Funding with his fees included in the application process. There are only two currently in Cumbria. This could be sited outside of the kids play-area (and it won’t fit in the Key Stage 3 area) so it would need to be placed adjacent to the car park at the far end of Welfare Field. Consultation would need to be undertaken about the site with local residents, and this would be led by the agent working on it. 
All present noted that they wouldn’t like to lose the football field. 
Other sites could be considered within the Parish either the area that had been earmarked for the cemetery extension on Church Meadows, or at the Rugby Club (but this is harder to access and has no lighting) 
Resolved by all present that the Parish Council are interested in this proposal and keen to take it forward but need to consider site options.  
Action: Cllr Sue Hannah to confirm this to the agent. 
44/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
The Clerk noted that there is only one vacant plot, and Cllr M Bradley is working to let this final plot.
Thanks were noted to the Allotment Tenants & Mary for organising the skips and the clearance of the difficult plots on the Nook. 
45/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
It was noted that no updates have been received since the meeting with MP Markus Campbell Savours, when it was promised that some public engagement would be taking place imminently (this was now some 8 plus weeks ago)

Action: Cllr N Clubley to follow this up. 

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters

The Clerk noted that all roadworks should be on https://one.network/en-gb but it is noted that there have been gaps in this recently as well. 

It was noted that it appears that the fingerpost at the bottom of Harris Brow is in the process of being restored. 

iii. To receive an update on the Parish Lengthsman Scheme

Cllr M Bradley noted that CALC are continuing to pursue this. The frustration with this is noted. It is not clear what further action can be taken by Parish Councils to move this forward with Cumberland Council stalling this process. 

iv. Bench Repairs

Cllr Steve Hannah has circulated a map of benches to all councillors and has sought some quotes for options to replace the old benches with new ones and start from scratch with plastic composite benches (circa 25 year life span).  The costs of sandblasting & replacing each bench would be over £400 per bench which is disproportionate compared to the cost of purchasing new. 

There are currently 8 surface mounted benches which should be easy to replace. The others are set into concrete, which would need to be dug up and a new concrete base area installed.

Cllr Steve Hannah noted that there is an outlying bench that is an acceptable state of repair that wouldn’t be easy to replace and could be left. 

It was suggested that the old seats be offered to anyone for free in the Parish. 

The concrete bases would be circa £300 per base, the ones that are just being reinstalled would be about £200 per seat. 

Resolved by all present that 10 benches be replaced with 6ft benches in the Parish in this financial year, with the focus to be on the 7 ‘in village’ benches, and 3 most used outer ones at a cost of circa £6000.

Action: Cllr Steve Hannah to obtain quotes for final approval at the May 2026 meeting. 

v. Millennium Garden

Cllr Sue Hannah had proposed that a quote be obtained from Cumberland Council/their contractors for works to refurbish it to our specification with highways consent, and subject to approval from the Parish Council & Highways the Parish Council to pay the bill to get around the lack of the lengthsman agreement. Highways would be the contractor and to ensure compliance with all relevant legislation. 

Action: Clerk to propose this to Martin and ask him to put the Council in touch with the best Highways officer. 
46/26 Correspondence 
None 
47/26 Planning Applications
Ref: CLQ/2026/0001
Location: Barn at East Elms Farm, Moor Road, Great Broughton
Proposal: Prior approval for change of use of barn to a dwelling	
Resolved by all present that the Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal, but that consideration be given to an construction traffic management agreement to avoid school in/out periods and to maintain pedestrian access.  
Action: Clerk to submit this comment. 
48/26 Planning Decisions
None
49/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (April)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (April)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Steve Hannah
	Grass Seed for Play area
	£14.49
	Approve

	KT Skip Hire
	Skips 1 & 2
	£732
	Ratify

	Cumberland Council
	Play area Inspection
	£74.40
	Approve

	CPSL
	Payroll Services 26/27
	£302.40
	Approve

	CALC
	Annual Subscription
	£396.95
	Approve

	KT Skip Hire 
	Skips 3 & 4
	£732
	Ratify



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against budget report

Resolved by all present that these reports be approved as a true and accurate record.

iii. To appoint the internal audit for 26/27

Resolved by all present that Mrs R Kelly be appointed as the internal auditor for Broughton Parish Council for the 26/27 financial year. 
50/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

12th May 2026 AGM & APM
9th June 2026
14th July 2026
8th Sept 2026
13th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:28

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
It was noted with concern that the sewage outflow monitoring has stopped being updated and that thus far responses have not been received from Cumberland Council/ MP M Campbell Savours or the EA to these concerns. 
