Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 18th November 2025 at 18:00

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Steve Hannah, Paul Chatten, Bill Smith, Russ Cockburn, Mary Bradley, Sue Hannah, Annette Chatten, Cumberland Cllr M Harris

Apologies: Nicky Cockburn (Personal Commitments) 
With 8 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
164/25 Apologies and reasons for absence
Apologies:
Resolved by all present that the apologies listed above be noted as received.  
165/25 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
166/25 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
167/25 Minutes of the meetings held on the 14th October 2025
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 14th October 2025 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. 

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
168/25 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chair provided the below update:
· The Chair noted he attended a virtual EV Charging event and also the CALC Rescheduled AGM. Clr N Clubley thanked CALC for an interesting AGM meeting. It was noted that a set of notes from this event has been circulated by Cllr N Clubley to all councillors. 
169/25 Public Participation 
None

170//25 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
Cumberland Councillor Martin Harris had provided a written report via email this was noted as received.
· It was noted that a full council meeting has been held and it was a very full agenda that can be accessed on Cumberland Council website for interested parties to view (https://cumberland.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=311&MId=14444) 
· Local issues: Martin Harris has reported the overgrown vegetation on the path from High Broughton Bridge to the village centre, but no sign of a fresh cut has been observed when checked by Mr M Harris on the weekend of the 15/16th November. It was noted that one of the bridges on this route is now missing and this has also been reported by Martin Harris & Cllr Steve Hannah. 
· Pennybridge Lane- Cumberland Cllr M Harris has now received some information from Highways that in Mid December 25 they are going to look at the drains/culverts/potholes on this route. Cllr Steve Hannah noted that significant damage has occurred to the drainage/surface of this road following recent weather conditions. 
· Cllr M Bradley noted that she had attended the Lakes to Sea hosted session on the HIMS system, which included detail on how enquiries are received and processed, and it maybe an issue that people are not using the system correctly as Cllr M Bradley’s experience was that once all the instructions provided at the training event were followed a pot hole was filled in a timely manner. Cllr Steve Hannah noted that he had tried to use the system to report damage to the PROW network, and the system had not been capable of accepting this. Cllr Steve Hannah noted that he had received help once he called the Highways Hotline Helpline. Additionally it was noted that there are circa 180,000 people in the Cumberland Council area and if Parish Councils are struggling to use the system without extensive training then the system is not fit for purpose. 
It was noted that for reporting Public Rights of Way issues it’s not a case of clicking on the image of the problem, it needs to be treated as ‘enquiry relating to a public right of way’ on the previous screen. 
Concerns remain from Broughton Parish Council about the volume of issues that are outstanding on HIMS and the incredibly lengthy delays that are being faced by many reports.  Cllr N Clubley asked if there was any data on Key Performance Indicators on the HIMs system to show progress on resolution/timescales of responses. Cumberland Cllr M Harris noted that he didn’t believe there was any such data. 
Action: Cumberland Cllr M Harris to request a recording off the recently held training session on HIMS that could be shared. 
· It was noted that it would be beneficial for a briefing to be produced and circulated to Parish/Town Councillors on the proposed changes being considered by Government as result of the potential impact on parishes following devolution in particular around neighbourhood committees/local committees etc. This would assist the understanding of the different roles of the various groups are understood. 
171/25 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Dog Fouling
No update received. Still awaiting Cumberland Council to install stencils in the designated locations, initial request submitted in July 2025. 
ii. Soddy Gap Community Asset Registration
The Clerk confirmed that this has been submitted to Cumberland Council on behalf of Broughton Parish Council. It was submitted on the 27th October 2025, no acknowledgement of receipt was received. Following a complaint by the Clerk it was acknowledged as received on the 13th November 2025. The Clerk has strongly requested that Cumberland Council stick to the statutory timescales based on a submission date of the 27th October 2025.
iii. Derwent Forest Update
The legal process has now concluded, but it is not clear which officer has it as part of their portfolio. 
Action: Clerk to agenda this for the January 2026 meeting.
172/25 Community Resilience/Emergency Plan
Thanks were noted to all who have helped with this.
There are two outstanding issues:
1) In the risk register there are some high-risk items that have a more detailed breakout on anticipatory, during and after a scenario. Further work is required on some scenarios. 
2) Still need to designate a local emergency assistance centre, could be the Church/Village Hall/Punch Bowl.
It was suggested that the Village Hall has better facilities than the Church (in terms of large catering kitchen/heating etc). 
Resolved that both the Village Hall & the Church be listed as possible reception centres in the Parish depending on the nature/scale of any emergency. 
Cllr M Bradley noted the importance of the longer term community resilience after an event e.g. a community corps, but there are issues around the environmental work of such a group due lack of lengthsman agreement. 
173/25 Play-area
I. General Play area Matters
· Cllr Steve Hannah noted that no specific issues at this stage
174/25 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
· Cllr M Bradley noted that the skip was hired but the lorry got stuck. So now looking at needing a bigger skip with a bigger wagon which will need to be sited on the parking area at the Nook (consent will be required), and then a tractor & trailer will need to be used to get the waste of the plots and up to the top of the lane. This project is being taken forward by the plot holders in liaison with Mary.
· It was noted that there are a couple of plots that need work to clear them before they can be let, and it is crucial that we get this work completed so the plots don’t go to seed. 
Action: Cllr M Bradley to speak with a contact about having the plots that need cleared sprayed. 
175/25 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
It was noted that it is circa 4months since Cllr N Clubley & Cllr M Bradley met with MP Markus Campbell Savours. This has been chased up by Cllr N Clubley if a satisfactory response is not received Cllr N Clubley and Cllr M Bradley to organise a face to face meeting. 

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters

All on HIMS. 

iii. Village Hall Noticeboard

Cllr M Bradley updated that a decision is awaited from the Village Hall Committee. 

iv. To receive an update on the Parish Lengthsman Scheme

It was noted that in response to a HIMS enquiry Cumberland Council stated that ‘The Parish Lengthsman scheme has not been renewed following LGR. That doesn’t mean it won’t be, but it has not been a priority for the council so far. Before we can progress, anything Cumberland Council will need to take a report to the executive to obtain their support & consent…’

This is directly opposed to the understanding of Broughton Parish Council and CALC that the matter was being worked on by Cumberland Council.

Cllr M Bradley in her role as CALC chair provided an update that a draft piece of paper has now been received, and a meeting is taking place on Thursday 20th November 2025 to agree the next steps. 
176/25 Correspondence 
i. Cumberland Council- Call for Sites (Local Plan) 
The Call for Sites is open until Sunday 4th January 2026, and further information, including guidance and submission forms, is available on the Cumberland Council website at:
https://consult.cumberland.gov.uk/cumberland-local-plan-call-for-sites 

ii. Cumberland Council Community Governance Review

Cumberland Council’s Electoral Services Team are looking to commence a Community Governance Review in 2025. 

The review will only consider the following:
A) Councillor Numbers
B) Merging of Parish Councils
C) Minor Boundary Amendments – anomalies only

The consultation is open until the 28th November 2025

Cllr M Bradley suggested that consideration be given to requesting that Derwent Forest be included as part of Broughton Parish Council due to the knock on impacts developed on this site would have on the village, also with the concerns about Broughton Moor and its lack of a functioning Parish Council. 

Resolved by all present that a formal request be submitted once again for the new houses at North Ridge/North Terrace to be in included in Broughton Parish Council as this is the service centre they align to.

Resolved by all present that an additional requested be made that the proposed 72 (approved) houses on Derwent Forest be included within Broughton Parish Council. 

Resolved that a separate request be submitted to requesting that consideration be given to moving more of Derwent Forest into Broughton Parish due to the potential impacts of any proposed developments on this site and where the disbenefits/benefits of this development might fall.  

Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 

Action: Clerk to invite the CGR team to the January 2026 meeting. 

Action: Cllr N Clubley & Cllr M Bradley & Cllr P Chatten to liaise with Camerton & Broughton Moor over the festive period. 
177/25 Planning Applications

Ref: 			HOU/2025/0160
Location		Looking Stead, Craggs Road, Great Broughton
Proposal: 		Rear single storey extension and raising of existing gable to create usable attic space etc. 
Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal
Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
Ref: 			HOU/2025/0162
Location:		101 Main Street, Great Broughton, 
Proposal:		Replacement of existing conservatory with sunroom
Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council have no comments or objections to this proposal
Action: Clerk to submit these comments. 
178/25 Planning Decisions
None
179/25 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Nov)
	£385.69
	Ratify

	HMRC
	PAYE (Nov)
	£275.20
	Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Expenses
	£237.47
	Approve

	Sue & Steve Hannah
	Lock for Play area
	£21.99
	Approve

	Cumbria Pest Services
	Pest Control-Nook 
	£216
	Approve

	Cumbria Pest Services
	Pest Control-Coldgill
	£216
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against budget report

Resolved by all present that these reports be approved as a true and accurate record.

iii. To consider a S.137 Donation to Broughton Children’s Carnival & to give consent for the use of Welfare Field

Resolved by all present that a donation of £150 awarded to Broughton Children’s Carnival

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council give consent for the Broughton Children’s Carnival to use the Welfare Field on the day as long as it is not for licensed activities. 

Action: Clerk to pay this donation and confirm consent. 

iv. To review the draft budget for 26/27 as circulated with the meeting papers.

The Clerk noted that she had circulated this to all with the meeting papers. Based on the current information it is anticipated that no precept change will be required. A formal decision is required on the budget at the January 2026 meeting. 

Action: All present to the let the Clerk know of any alterations required to the budget prior to the end of December 2025.  

Action: Clerk to agenda the budget for final consideration at the Jan 2026 meeting. 

180/25 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

13th January 2026

Meeting closed 19:27

Signed……………………………………………. (Chair) Dated………………………………………………..
Action: Clerk to agenda EV Charging for the January 2026 meeting to consider locations/sites and to be fed in to the site for the wider project. 
