Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 8th September 2026 at 18:00

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Nicky Cockburn, Bill Smith, Paul Chatten, Annette Chatten, Russ Cockburn, Becx Carter (Clerk), Gareth Cavanagh (Newsquest Media)

Apologies: Mary Bradley (Work Commitments), Sue Hannah (Personal Commitments), Steve Hannah (Personal Commitments), Martin Harris (Cumberland Council)
With 6 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
101/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted as received from those named above
102/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
103/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
104/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 14th July 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 14th July 2026 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. (Nicky proposed, Annette seconded all in favour)

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
105/26 Chairman’s Announcements
-Cllr N Clubley updated all that the next issue of the village newsletter is due out imminently, a piece has been included regarding the work that MP Campbell Savours on his petition regarding the roundabout, a high level over view of Derwent Forest, and a thanks to Steve for his work on the benches project. 
106/26 Public Participation 
Gareth from Newsquest Media raised some queries:

· Speeding Issue. Gareth confirmed he was looking for opinions on the speed indicating device on Moor Road, and if the Parish Council feels there is a longer-term need for enforcement on speeds in the Parish.

All present confirmed that there is an ongoing need for monitoring and continued enforcement in the Parish. 

Concerns were raised by councillors about where the TDU had recently been sited, noted that it had been sited in the wrong place recently on Moor Road showing apparently a low speed as the average.  In particular the stretch of concern is beyond the 20mph is from opposite the new houses on South Terrace, and through the dip up to North Ridge where the road transitions from 20mph, to 30mph and then 60mph. There is a need for the 30mph limit to be extended to the other side of the North Ridge junction (with an appropriate buffer or all the way to Broughton Moor). 

Concerns were also raised regarding the speed on West End Road and Coldgill Avenue.

The Clerk confirmed that it is understood that TRO consultation for the area including speed limits is expected in the coming months where speed limit alterations could be proposed, the Parish Council will be a statutory consultee. 

Action: Clerk to request a copy of the TDU figures from Moor Road. 

Action: Clerk to agenda the issue of speed limits in the Parish for the October 2026 meeting if the TRO Consultation is open.

· Derwent Forest/Broughton Arms Dump. Gareth was keen to understand the linkage between the Derwent Forest Site and the development of it and possible traffic impacts. Cllr N Clubley confirmed that Paul Green from Cumberland Council attended the July Parish Council meeting to answer questions and address concerns about the approach to this site now it is back in the control of Cumberland Council. A summary of this is in the minutes from July. A response to the actions from Paul Green is awaited. 

Councillors noted that they have major concerns about the potential traffic impacts on the village if there were to be a major development on the Derwent Forest Site. Also, concern was raised about the issue of piecemeal development on the site and the fact that they might not trigger infrastructure investment, councillors are keen to ensure that any development that may occur would require infrastructure investment upfront rather than after the fact. Councillors reiterated the importance of continuing to be engaged with the Local Plan Process for Cumberland to ensure the site is view holistically. 

Cllr N Clubley noted comments in the letter that was circulated when Highways England pulled the roundabout suggested that Derwent Forest could be the key that unlocks the roundabout. Broughton Parish Council reiterated this as another reason for the Derwent Forest site to be viewed holistically. 

It was confirmed that historically there has been a community group as a part of the master planning process on the site prior to the lease being returned to Cumberland Council because of the legal action, this group has lain dormant for a number of years. Paul from Cumberland Council was supportive of the community continuing to have a voice on discussion relating to this site, and as such Broughton Parish Council are keen to take this group forward once again to ensure local community representation. 

The Parish Council reiterated that they are not against development on the site just ensuring that any developments taken on the site come with appropriate infrastructure developments rather than at the detriment to the existing settlements. 

107/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
A written report was noted as received from Cumberland Cllr M Harris.
Action: Cllr N Clubley to follow up with Cumberland Cllr M Harris about the progress mentioned in his report about the EV charging project. 
It was noted that elsewhere in the country charging points are sponsored by car dealerships.
108/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
The Clerk confirmed that all invoices have been issued for the 26/27 financial year with a payment due date of the 1st October 2026.
ii. Clearance of Coldgill Plot 26A
Sadly a tenant took on a plot on Coldgill within the last year and has just dumped a huge amount of household waste on it, they have now left the village. 
Cllr M Bradley is speaking with house clearance firms to see about clearing the waste from the plot. 
iii. To formally consider how many times people on the allotment waiting list are contacted before being removed from the waiting list.
Resolved by all present that people on the waiting list will be contacted 3 times about available plots, if no response is received after 3 attempt at communication the name will be removed from the list, the 3rd contact attempt will include notice that their name will be removed from the waiting list if no response is received. 
Action: Clerk to update the website to reflect this.
109/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham A66 Roundabout

Cllr N Clubley updated that MP M Campbell Savours has in recent weeks instigated a petition relating to the need for a roundabout at this junction and has been in the Parish engaging with residents on the issue over the last couple of weekends. 

It was noted that since the group of Parish Councils did their initial surveys circa 2 years ago, with the data presented and accepted by Highways England (as was), there has been a recognised 7% increase in traffic on the A66 which is only making the issues at the junction worse.

The Parish Council remain committed to the urgent safety need for a roundabout at this location and will continue working with Markus and his team (and any other relevant stakeholders) to take this project forward.

A question was raised about if Cllr M Campbell Savours could raise issue with the Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety which is an all party group within Parliament who are very active on issues such as this. 

ii. Cumberland Council Highways issues

· A request has been submitted to HIMS for replacement of the White Lines on both sides of the approach to the bridge. 
· Concerns were raised about the recent repairs to the footpath on the bridge and the standards of it (particularly following the meeting earlier on in 2026 about Highways issues where the need to treat this historic listed structure with respect was raised and accepted by Cumberland Highways).

iii. Millennium Gardens

An update had been received from Cumberland Council regarding the future management and improvement of Millennium Gardens. It was confirmed by Cumberland Council that the land would remain part of the highway and therefore an asset transfer was not considered appropriate.

Cumberland Council suggested that a licence/agreement, potentially under Section 142 of the Highways Act, may provide a suitable mechanism for the Parish Council to take greater responsibility for the site. 

Cumberland Council's preferred option would be for it to contribute towards the initial capital improvement works, with the Parish Council subsequently taking responsibility for maintenance under an appropriate licence/agreement. This would give the Parish Council greater control over the standard of maintenance.

Alternatively, Cumberland Council indicated that it would not rule out the Parish Council funding the capital improvement works, with Cumberland Council retaining responsibility for ongoing maintenance, as originally proposed by the Parish Council. Further discussion would be required to agree such an arrangement.

In the meantime, Cumberland Council will continue to ensure the site is maintained to the standard required for highway safety, with Tivoli undertaking maintenance as necessary.

Resolved that the Clerk continue to liaise with Cumberland Council about the Parish Council paying for the capital replacement of the site with Cumberland Council continuing maintenance given the ongoing and protracted delays relating to the lengthsman agreement. 

Action: Clerk to agenda this for the October 2026 meeting and continue liaising with Cumberland Council.

Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council remain very disappointed with the lack of progress by Cumberland Council on the Lengthsman agreement.  

Cllr N Clubley noted that he raised this concern with MP M Campbell Savours when he was in the Parish. 

iv. Trees/Welfare Field
Two trees at the rear of Welfare Field have been identified as being diseased/dead these are going to be removed by Tivoli on the instructions of Cumberland Council as land owner.
Cumberland Council has raised concerns regarding the condition of the BMX area.  Cumberland are reviewing who is responsible for the reparations on this area but it is likely to be Broughton Parish Council. It was noted that there is a BMX track in the Parish that is not used. 
It was noted that there could be a long-term aim to look at providing a BMX track but this would involve funding but in the meantime the safety risk needs to be addressed. 
Action: Clerk to look for a contractor to re-level and fill the hole and reseed it and put a temporary fence around the area to let it recover.  
Resolved that an appropriate Facebook post be made to explain this and ask parents to keep their children away from the area whilst it recovers. 
110/26 Derwent Forest/Broughton Arms Dump
The Clerk updated that no response has been received from Paul Green of Cumberland Council on the actions attributed to him at the July 2026 meeting. This has been followed up twice.
I. To consider terms of reference for the Community Group
A possible draft of a set of terms of reference to reactivate the previous community group has been circulated to all. These are just a starting point for discussion with the other neighbouring parishes.
Thanks were noted to Cllr M Bradley for preparing this draft.
Resolved by all present that this draft document be accepted as a starting point for discussions with the other Parishes.
Resolved that Cllr M Bradley & Cllr N Cockburn attend meeting of Broughton Moor & Camerton Parish Councils to discuss reforming the community group relating to Derwent Forest to ensure ongoing community input into Cumberland Councils plans for the site. 
Action: Cllr M Bradley/Cllr N Cockburn to feedback to Broughton Parish Council once discussion have been held with Camerton & Broughton Moor
Action: Clerk to agenda an update for the Oct 2026 meeting. 
111/26 Planning Applications
None
112/26 Planning Decisions
Resolved by all present that the below decisions be noted as received
	Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	VAR/2026/0010
	Cardrona, Moor Road
	Variation of Condition 2 of HOU/2025/0013
	Approved with conditions


113/26 Correspondence
i. Tour De France- To consider if the Parish wants to do anything for this event. 
It was noted that the Tour De France will be in Cumbria in 2027, the route doesn’t pass through the Parish.
ii. Issues relating to temporary removal of Post Box The Green
Correspondence was received from the owner of Old Chapel. The boundary wall of this property has the post box incorporated into it (at the junction of The Green/Main Street). The wall requires restoration and the builder has advised that the post box may need to be temporarily removed to allow the work to be completed.
The owner contacted Royal Mail, via its Post Box Team, they advised that if the box is removed it would not be reinstated, as Royal Mail no longer installs post boxes on private land. The next nearest post box is on Ghyll Bank, Royal Mail had previously indicated it would consider whether an additional replacement box was required in the vicinity. The latest response from the Royal Mail, dated 2 September, confirmed that the existing box would be permanently removed rather than reinstalled.
The landowner has also sought advice from the Planning Authority. Who have confirmed that whilst the removal of the post box itself does not appear to require planning permission, the boundary wall is over one metre high adjacent to the highway and therefore planning permission would be required for the proposed restoration works.
The property owner is concerned that permanent loss of the post box would be unpopular locally and has asked the Parish Council for its views and support before deciding how to proceed.
Resolved by all present that Broughton Parish Council are disappointed with the position of Royal Mail and the impact that this might have on local residents, however the matters are linked to statute (Royal Mail & Planning Law) which is not something that the Parish Council have any power over. 
Action: Clerk to write a letter to Royal Mail asking if they would reconsider their position to allow the post-box to be reinstated in a newly rebuilt wall to support the property owner in keeping the post box there for local convenience. 
114/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Sept)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (Sept)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Becx Carter
	Salary (Oct)- Inc Back pay
	£459.79
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (Oct)- Inc Back Pay
	£389.00
	Approve

	Jackson Hetherington
	Grass Cutting Sept 
	£320
	Ratify

	John Dobie
	Bulling Meadow Cut
	£280
	Approve

	Cumbria Pest Services
	Pest Control Nook
	£216
	Ratify

	Cumbria Pest Services
	Pest Control Coldgill
	£216
	Ratify

	Moore
	Audit Fee
	£283.50
	Ratify



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 

ii. To consider and approve the Bank Reconciliation 

Resolved by all present that these be signed as a true and accurate record.

iii. To consider and approve the Clerk’s Statutory Payrise
Resolved by all present that the Clerks Statutory Payrise of 3.3% be approved.
Action: Clerk to process this
iv. To sign relevant paperwork to update the email address on the bank account. 
Resolved by all present that this paperwork be signed.
Action: Clerk to process this
v. To receive and record the external auditors report for Financial Year 25-26
Resolved by all present that the unqualified external audit be noted as received. It was noted that one matter was noted regarding the correct response to a N/A Question. 
 
The Clerk confirmed the notice of the conclusion of the audit was been posted on the Parish Council website etc

vi. To consider a grant request from Broughton Cricket Club toward grass cutting
Resolved by all present that a donation of up to £300 be made to Broughton Cricket Club toward grass cutting for the remainder of the year as it is no longer being cut by the contractor that has historically undertaken the work.

It was noted that the use of the Cricket Club is sadly declining and it is proving harder to keep maintained, the Parish Council are keen to support them in increasing usage on the site. 

Action: Clerk to process this donation
115/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

13th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:20


