Broughton Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Broughton Parish Council held in Christchurch, Great Broughton, on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 18:05

Present: Nigel Clubley (in the Chair), Nicky Cockburn, Mary Bradley, Russ Cockburn, Bill Smith, Cumberland Cllr M Harris

Apologies: Steve Hannah (personal commitments), Sue Hannah (personal commitments), Paul Chatten (Personal commitments), Annette Chatten (personal commitments)
With 5 Councillors present the meeting was quorate. 
70/26 Apologies and reasons for absence
Resolved by all present that apologies and reasons for absence were noted as received from those named above
71/26 Requests for dispensations and declarations of interest
None
72/26 Exclusion of Press & Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960)
None 
73/26 Minutes of the meetings held on the 12th May 2026
All members of the council had received a copy of the minutes in advance of the meeting.

Resolved by all present that the minutes of the 12th May 2026 meeting be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chair. (Proposed by Cllr N Cockburn, seconded by R Cockburn all in favour).

Action: Clerk to upload the completed minutes to the website. 
74/26 Chairman’s Announcements
All items will be covered elsewhere on the agenda as required. 
75/26 Public Participation 
None

76/26 Reports from visiting councillors & Police
Cumberland Council
A written report was noted as received from Cumberland Cllr M Harris.
· Millenium Gardens- Cllr M Harris has now received an initial response acknowledging the Parish Councils proposal has been received from the senior officer and confirmed that a more detailed answer would be provided on the 12th June 2026. It was noted that a complaint has been received from a member of the public regarding the condition of this area as well. 
· Camerton 30mph sign is now on the list to be replaced…(3 years since they were first reported)
· Lengthsman agreement this is still not resolved. CALC have been working on this for over 3 years. There is a legal agreement that was approved by Cumbria Council historically, but apparently Cumberland Council legal team are struggling to find the time to change the logo/name on the previous agreements.
Once again, it was noted with disappointment the incompetence of Cumberland Council in failing to progress the Lengthsman Agreement for Parish Councils after 3 years despite extensive lobbying from many parties including CALC. 
77/26 Clerks report
The Clerks report had been circulated to all in advance of the meeting, and this was noted as received. 
i. Dog Fouling
It was noted that the stencils have now been installed. 
ii. Derwent Forest Update
The Clerk confirmed that the portfolio holder for this will be attending the July 2026 meeting of Broughton Parish Council to discuss this. 
78/26 Play-area
i. To take any decisions relating to matters pertaining to the Play area

The works to install the replacement stop the ball netting are taking place w/c 8th June 2026. Along with the works to replace the three benches within the Play area.

Thanks were noted to Sue & Steve Hannah for all their work on this. 

ii. Ninja Trail
Resolved by all present that this be deferred until the July 2026 meeting when Cllr Sue Hannah is present.
Action: Clerk to agenda this for the July 2026 meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that she has contacted Cumberland Council multiple times to ask for consent for this to be installed but the Clerk is currently being passed between officers with no answer being received.
Action: Clerk to keep chasing Cumberland on this.
79/26 Allotments
i. To consider and discuss any actions required relating to Broughton Allotments
It was noted that a walk around is needed. Cllr M Bradley & Cllr B Smith to organise a date for this.
There are a number of people on the waiting list that don’t answer texts or emails offering plots. It was proposed that a three offers with no response be given before a name is removed off the list.
Action: Clerk to agenda this for the July 2026 for formal approval.
ii. Access (for disabled persons) to Coldgill Allotments
The Clerk confirmed that a request has been made by a Coldgill Allotment holder for improvements to the track on Coldgill as their partner who now used an electric wheelchair is struggling to access the site safety.
It was noted that extensive works would be required to make the track smooth/even and the Parish Council has a duty to not form roads on the allotment sites, so a balance needs to be found between accessibility and the legal requirements to not have roads on a site. 
Resolved that Cllr M Bradley meet with the individual to discuss options
Action: Clerk to take this forward. 
80/26 Parish Maintenance and Highways
i. Broughton/Brigham Roundabout
No update received from MP Campbell Savours; this was noted once again with disappointment.  It was resolved that one more chase up be sent to the MP before the Community takes further steps itself to bring this matter back to the fore. 

Action: Cllr N Clubley to send a follow up email.

Resolved that lobbying also be done to the main candidates for the Cumbria Mayoral candidates (Labour, Conservative & Lib Dems) and the new interim leader of Cumbria Combined Mayoral authority (John Barradell)

ii. Cumberland Council Highways Matters

· The Clerk confirmed she had emailed both bus companies as detailed in the action points from the May 2026 meeting- No response has been received from either.
· It was noted following a recent presentation by the Cumberland Council Highways Team to Parish Councillors that they have 27million of funding each year for highways matters and a backlog of works running to circa 270million. Concerns were noted that there appear to be no KPIs on Cumberland Council Highways faults/reports/HIAMS meaning this can’t meaningfully be tracked. 
· Concerns were raised about Broughton High Bridge at the above meeting; this has been picked up by the Clerk who will circulate a response to the issues. It was noted that the weight limit is an environmental one not a structural one. 

iii. Lengthsman Scheme

Covered above

iv. Bench Repairs

This project is now started with the first three benches being replaced being those on Welfare Field Play area. 

Sadly, when the benches arrived a number of them were damaged and delivery had to be rejected, the replacement benches are going to take circa 6-8 weeks to arrive so the project is going to be done in stages.

Thanks were noted to Steve Hannah for organising this.

v. Millennium Garden

It was noted that no update has been received on this. Cumberland Cllr M Harris is chasing this.  
81/26 Parish Plan- Environment
i. To consider and review actions/next steps on the Environment section of the Broughton Parish Plan 
	Number
	Action
	Joint Organisation 
& Partners
	Update

	H1
	Work with and feedback to Housing Associations to ensure adequate provision for those within village who want to get onto housing ladder
	HA
	

	H2
	PC to be proactive in discussions around Derwent Forrest and any impact of development on local community
	PC
	Officer attending July 2026 Broughton PC meeting

	H3
	PC to pro-actively support Cumberland Council in development of updated Community Plan
	PC
	

	H4
	PC to understand impact of last (Allerdale BC) Housing Survey
	PC
	

	H5
	Understand whether the perceived barriers to access employment/further education is a live issue
	PC
	


ii. To review and consider the CALC/Cumbria Local Nature Recovery Strategy Workbook
It was noted that this needs to be included in any future review of a Parish Plan. This should also be borne in mind when Derwent Forest is discussed (e.g. the management of the only Queens Silver Jubilee forest) and when looking at things like parish maintenance/management of other Parish Council spaces (e.g. Bulling Meadow/Scouts plot). 
82/26 Correspondence 
None 
83/26 Planning Applications
None
84/26 Planning Decisions
None
85/26 Finance & Accounts
i. Payment of Accounts 
Resolved by all present that the below accounts be paid via BACS authorised by 2 authorised signatories:

	From
	Reason
	Amount
	Approve/Ratify

	Becx Carter
	Salary (June)
	£385.69
	Approve

	HMRC
	PAYE (June)
	£275.20
	Approve

	Jackson Hetherington
	Grass Cutting May 
	£320
	Ratify

	Cumbria Pest Control
	Pest Control Nook
	£216
	Approve

	Cumbria Pest Control
	Pest Control Coldgill
	£216
	Approve

	Sue Hannah
	Bench Plaques
	£275
	Ratify

	John Dobie
	Bulling Meadow Strimming
	£280
	Approve



Action: Clerk to pay these accounts. 
86/26 Date & Time of Next meeting.
Resolved by all that the meeting dates for Broughton Parish Council going forward be set as (all at 18:00 all in Christchurch):

14th July 2026
8th Sept 2026
13th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027

Meeting closed 19:05
