Broughton Parish Council

The Annual Parish Meeting of Broughton Parish was held in Christchurch, Great Broughton at 1800 on Tuesday 12th May 2026

Present: Nigel Clubley (Chair) Mary Bradley, Steve Hannah, Sue Hannah, Russ Cockburn, Annette Chatten, Paul Chatten, Nicky Cockburn

Welcome & Apologies.
Mr N Clubley welcomed all those present to the meeting.

Apologies were received from Cumberland Councillor Martin Harris & Cllr B Smith

Approval of Minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting 20th May 2025
All present were in favour of these minutes being signed as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved by all present that the minutes be signed by Mr N Clubley

Action: Clerk to upload minutes to the website. 

Chairman’s Report 1st April 2025-31st March 2026
Nigel Clubley delivered a Chair’s report:

“It has been an honour to serve as Chairman for a second year. We have a very active Parish Council with considerable knowledge around the table and share a common desire to improve our village. Having the Chair of CALC, Mary, on our Parish Council provides a useful cross-County insight and in Becx, we have a very experienced and diligent Clerk to keep us all on track.
We presently have 10 councillors on the Parish Council, thereby leaving 2 vacancies. As a relative newcomer myself, I must commend the role of Parish Councillor and hope that we can fill the remaining positions.

Dr Martin Harris represents Broughton and Dearham on the Cumberland Council and is a regular attendee of our meetings and provides a valuable route for the Parish Council into Cumberland Council taking our views forward on matters of importance to the village. It seems likely, following the latest Boundary Commission Review, that Broughton Parish may be in the Brigham ward, the next time Cumberland council elections take place and, should that mean a change in our Cumberland Councillor, then I hope the Parish Council can build a good working relationship, as we have with Martin.

The last village survey was carried out in 2022 with 18% of households providing a response. This survey formed the basis for an updated ‘Village Plan’ that was published in 2024. The plan covers a number of areas including Environment, Community, Roads and Transport, Parish Communications and Housing/Employment. 

Actions identified for the Parish, or Cumberland council, or indeed other stakeholders are included and the plan now forms a regular agenda item at monthly meetings to ensure that it remains as a living document that can be tailored to meet the ongoing needs of the village. 

During the past twelve months we have supplemented our ‘Village Plan’ with an ‘Emergency Plan’. This plan, available on our website, would only be actioned in such circumstances whereby an exceptional incident occurred, in which case our role would be to support any emergency service response. The Village Hall and Church have both volunteered to act as an emergency centre in such an eventuality. I must express my thanks to Paul Chattan for his input into the emergency plan.
Mary and Becx have made great progress in the management of our allotments over recent years. Waiting lists are minimal ensuring that villagers wanting a plot don’t have too long to wait.
Traffic management remains an issue within the village with parking issues, traffic volume and speed all posing challenges. More needs to be done in this area to ensure enforcement and mitigate safety concerns and as such the Parish Council are pushing for the 20mph limit that applies to the Main Street to be applied to more of the village. We continue to monitor plans for the development of Derwent Forest. Any ‘significant’ development in the coming years will place even greater strains on existing road networks and may indeed be the key that finally unlocks the door when it comes to the A66 Brigham/Broughton Junction.

The Parish Council remain of the view that this junction, in its current form, is not fit for purpose and that near misses occur on a daily basis. Monitoring undertaken by several Parish Councils in July 2023 was enough to persuade National Highways to revisit their modelling. This was undertaken in April 2024 and the resulting report issued and presented to myself in October 2024. The financial (BCR) basis upon which the project was shelved did move in our favour, but not sufficiently. However, Highways did identify the self-same safety issues that the Parish Councils had reported. Ultimately financial justifications seem to outweigh safety concerns. 

We have made several representations to our MP over the last 12-18 months and he is supportive and looking at ways to keep our case to the fore within the Dept of Transport.

The Parish Council continues to push for a suitable lengthsman agreement with Cumberland Council in order to be able to take more ownership of several areas of upkeep within our village, to supplement those areas already under our responsibility. It is extremely frustrating that this relatively simple agreement is still not forthcoming.

That said, we are working closely with the relevant officers within Cumberland to address dog fouling, which routinely crops up on social media as a source of frustration to villagers. The Parish Council recognise that the vast majority of dog-owners already take responsibility, but more needs to be done to ensure everyone does their bit to keep our footpaths clean.

We are also about to embark on a program to replace a number of the benches within the Parish as a number of our existing benches were felt to be in need of refurbishment or replacement. 
We also continue to manage the upkeep of the playpark and are always looking at ways to supplement the already impressive range of equipment that is in place. My thanks to Councillors Sue and Steve Hannah for their work in this area and to Steve for leading the ‘Bench Replacement’ program.

The basic administration of the council goes on quietly behind the scenes, so thanks to those who sign cheques, organise contractual work, put up monthly and other notices and so much more.
Once again, can I thank everyone for their fabulous support and hard work. We can look forward to achieving more in the coming year to better our village and community. “

All present thanked Nigel for his work as Chair. 

Questions & Open Discussion.
None.

Meeting closed 18:09


